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Monson braces for 
next COVID wave 
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The | new w Baystate Wing ER entrance. Soon, Baystate practices in Ludlow and Monson will move to the Baystate Wing Hospital in Palmer. 


Baystate promises ‘one-stop shopping’ 


healthcare after consolidation 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


REGION — Over the coming 
months, Baystate Primary Care of- 
fices in Ludlow and Monson will 
be transitioning to Baystate Wing 
Hospital in Palmer, which hospi- 
tal officials envision as becoming 
something like a mall of healthcare 
services for the entire area. 

“We are on target for a fiscal 
year ’21 consolidation of Monson 
and Ludlow practices to Palmer, 


providing stability and operational 
efficiency as well as an improved 
patient experience,’ Molly Gray, 
president and chief administrative 
officer for the Baystate Health 
Eastern Region, said. 

With the goal of operating 
“fewer, but more robust, “brick 
and mortar’ practices,” the not-for- 
profit healthcare system is plan- 
ning for its Monson staff “coming 
over in mid-December” to Palmer, 
followed by the Ludlow Primary 
Care staff sometime in January, 


Gray said. 

The move is a direct response 
to the Community Health Needs 
Assessment conducted in 2019. 
Gray said residents in Ludlow and 
Monson will only have to travel 
five and eight miles, respectively, 
for comprehensive care after their 
local practices relocate. 

Based on a new model of ho- 
listic care and quick access to di- 
agnostics, the enhanced Baystate 
Wing is the system’s answer to 
what it sees as an unsustainable 





way of offering care. Especial- 
ly when dynamics such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic can crush the 
capacity of a small practice. 
“There are small, one-to-two 
provider practices and those are 
very fragile right now,” Gray said. 
“If one provider is out — has an 
emergency or is sick — it’s difficult 
to keep the doors open. The con- 
sole of services [in Palmer] means 
one-stop shopping for people and 
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GIVING BACK 


For Demore’s, holiday 
outreach has become 


habit-forming 


Turley Publications staff photo by Jonah Snowden 












Co-owners of Demore’s Automotive, Jay Demore and Michelle Demore, and 
their team, provided dozens of meals for local families in need for Thanks- 
giving and plan to help others for Christmas. 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER -— Since the begin- 
ning of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Demore’s Automotive has launched 
several outreach efforts to make 
sure residents in their community 
remain safe and secure. 

In the latest one, they set out 
to help those in need for Thanks- 
giving. Office administrator JoAnn 
Demore said they have been busy 
preparing Thanksgiving meals and 
will be filling up co-owner Jay De- 
more’s truck and delivering food to 
Palmer Food Share. 

A similar effort is now under- 
way to help residents in need for 
Christmas, 

“We’re having catered meals 
coming from Hamels Catering, out 
in Holyoke, that’s going to provide 
single prepared meals that we’re go- 


ing to be delivering on the Wednes- 
day of Thanksgiving week,’ JoAnn 
Demore said. 

“It’s more geared toward the 
elderly people who are home and 
can’t really get out of their homes. 
We’ ll also donate those same meals 
to the senior center.” 

Recently, they assembled meal 
boxes, including turkeys and ingre- 
dients for side dishes, that can be 
cooked at home for Thanksgiving 
dinner. These boxes were distribut- 
ed to families in need in Palmer and 
surrounding areas, such as Monson, 
Ware and other local towns. 

Meals for several dozen fami- 
lies were delivered. 

“We also have some local con- 
nections that are kind of giving us 
some ideas of some families to, to 
reach out to see if they need help,” 
JoAnn said before the holiday week. 
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MILITARY 


Annual care package drive supports local veterans 


from Monson. 

King said she chose not to 
reach out to the local businesses 
that have supported the project 
in the past, once again due to 
the coronavirus. To her sur- 
prise though, those businesses, 
including Echo Hill Orchards 
and Tree House Brewery, along 
with other residents, helped the 
committee raise over $5,000. 
Monson Savings Bank, as it has 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


gether and puts together pack- 
ages full of socks, snacks and 
other essential items to ship 
off to service members serv- 
ing all over the world. 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the committee 
could not hold the drive at a 
prominent location, such as 
Monson High School, which 
is where they held it last year. 
Instead of canceling it, King 
decided to host the event at her house so 
that the committee members and other 
willing participants could put together 
packages for the 32 military recipients 


lot of these people involved are the par- 
ents of those serving and they’ve been 
really sad, because of COVID-19, they 
can’t go visit them,” said King. 

“Tt just adds another layer. This is 
wonderful, because it’s cathartic for 
them, because they get to talk to people 
and see that people are showing their 
loved ones support.” 

Recipients, such as Kyle Craven, 
who is stationed at Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, but 
from the beginning, is covering the cost happened to be present at the event, said 
of shipping the packages, which include he’s grateful for the community’s sup- 
$160 VISA gift cards. port 

“What we found over the years, is a 


MONSON — On a slightly sunny 
afternoon, family and friends who have 
a relative serving in the military came to- 
gether Saturday to participate in the sixth 
annual Monson Military Care Package 
Drive. 

This event began after Monson res- 
ident and care package drive committee 
founder Karen King, who said she “was 
brought up, respectful of people serv- 
ing,’ encountered a social media post 
encouraging support of local veterans. 

Each year, the committee comes to- 





Karen King 





Participants and supporters showed up for the sixth an- 
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BRING TOYS, FOOD 


Come out to ‘Stuff the Cruiser on Dec. 5 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


PALMER — Some tradition- 
al outreach has been disrupted this 
year because of COVID-19, but that 
doesn’t mean the spirit of giving 
isn’t alive and well in town. 

Lori Chiacchia organized 
‘“Santa’s Elves of Palmer” and with 
the help of the friends she recruit- 
ed — Emily Skoczylas and Lore- 
na Baker — is throwing a Stuff the 
Cruiser fundraiser 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Dec. 5 outside of the Palmer Police 
Department, located on 4417 Main 
Street. Donations of toys and food 
for those in need are encouraged. 
All donations will go to Santa’s 
Elves of Palmer, and food will go 
to Palmer Food Share. Baker is ad- 
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ministering the the food collection. 

The upcoming toy drive is al- 
ready on pace to bring joy to 75 
kids. 

Chiacchia has plenty of empa- 
thy for those in need. 

“My love for children is very 
deep,” said Chiacchia. 

“T was in this situation when | 
was a single mom and didn’t have 
anybody to help. That’s the main 
reason as to why Im doing it, be- 
cause I was in those shoes and know 
how it feels and to picture a child 
not having a Christmas just breaks 
my heart.” 

She also said it will be joyful 
of her to see parents be appreciative 
when they receive the gifts they can 
give their children. Chiacchia says 
she feels blessed each time she and 
Skoczylas receive a donation. 

“The Palmer community has 
been absolutely amazing,” said Chi- 
acchia. “When somebody needs 
help, everybody pulls together and 





Courtesy Photo 
Some of the toys already collected 
by Santa’s Elves of Palmer to help 
local kids in need have a merrier 
Christmas. 


we get the help that is needed for 
them.” 


Skoczylas, who is also the 


manager of the Palmer Domestic 
Violence Task Force, shared simi- 
lar sentiments, on the importance of 
participating in this upcoming toy 
and food drive. 

“It’s really exciting and great 
to have the police department get 
involved with community events, 
such as this,” said Skoczylas. 

She also said she has been 
working through the task force to 
provide her a list of families in need. 

“All they had to do was supply 
the age, gender and a couple of in- 
terests,’ said Skoczylas. “I’ve also 
had community members reach out 
to me and say ‘I’d like to nominate 
a family going through domestic vi- 
olence. This year, we can’t provide 
for them, but we'd still like to do 
something for them, can you help?’” 

Nov. 28 is the last day dona- 
tions will be accepted. For more in- 
formation, visit the Santa’s Elves of 
Palmer Facebook page. 


HOLIDAY 


Ho, ho...huh 





Thinley Publications photo by Michael Harrison 
HOLLAND — Now that Halloween is way in the rearview and Christmas is up 
ahead, the 12-foot tall skeleton that towers over the fence at the home of 
Jeremiah Brewer and Kara Wassmer, who live at the corner of Sturbridge 
and Brimfield roads, has donned his Santa outfit. You can see him here dec- 
orating his tree. 
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By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON - With Christmas around the 
corner and more families in need of assis- 
tance than ever, friends Dené Ackerman and 
Kristine Duval decided to launch a toy drive 
to benefit local residents. A Dec. 3 fundraiser 
is planned to help get the effort over the top. 

The event will be held 4-10 p.m., at Main 
Street Tavern, located on 218 Main Street in 
Monson. On that same day, the raffle they are 
also currently hosting will end as well. 

Duval said they created baskets of gift 
cards and other items from local businesses, 
including auto repair shops, restaurants, and 
more. 

“The value of each prize is $75,” said 
Duval. 

The two are also gathering gifts for local 
senior citizens who otherwise might be for- 
gotten this Christmas. 

“T definitely had a new twist this year, 
trying to focus on a lot on the businesses, 
because they suffered a lot this year. So, I 


Main Street Tavern hosting 
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Courtesy photo 
Just some of the many toys that have been collected for the Monson toy drive. 


put a spin on it, where any money 
I generate, I turn right back into the 
town, with gift certificates for all the 
local businesses and things like that. 
It’s a fundraiser that initially began 
for kids, but I took it to a different level this 
year. I have the wonderful businesses giving 
me stuff and I’m doing by best to turn in 
back around for them.” 

Al Widlan’s Service Connection and 
Monson Italian Pizzeria are among the area 
businesses and services Duval credited. 

Regarding the Toy Drive itself, Duval 
said typically, the town would hold a toy 
drive, but due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
could not host the annual event and was only 
going to offer gift cards. 

“For me I don’t know how many 5-year- 
olds want gift cards and I understand that 
their hands are tied, because of COVID,”’ 
said Duval. Ackerman shared similar senti- 
ments. 

“When I came up with this idea to have 
a fundraiser, I didn’t realize that it would 
help me so much,” said Ackerman. 


toy drive fundraiser 





pt 


Gifts for senior citizens have been collected to distribute 
to those in Monson who otherwise could be overlooked. 


‘After a year of complete chaos, this toy 
and senior drive reminded me of how Mon- 
son people can come together and achieve 
something for the greater good. It’s been a 
humbling experience and amazing to be a 
part of.” 

After the fundraiser on Dec. 3, Duval 
said they plan to get the collected items or- 
ganized and begin distributing them to local 
families. She also said she will be doing a 
run with the Meals On Wheels program han- 
dled by the Monson Council on Aging to 
also deliver gift baskets they plan on putting 
together. 

Anyone interested in contributing and 
donating, whether it’s with a toy or money, 
can reach out to the co-organizers through 
the Monson “Helping Hands” Facebook 
page. The deadline to submit a donation is 
Dec. 7. 





Grant deadline extended to Dec. 14 


The Monson Cultural Council has ex- 
tended the deadline to apply for communi- 
ty-orientated projects in the arts, humanities, 
and interpretive sciences. Local organiza- 
tions, schools, and individuals have until Dec. 


fa 


14 to apply. 


These grants can support a variety of 


projects including lectures, workshops, per- 
formances in schools, exhibits, and festivals 
and must take place between Jan. 1 and Dec, 
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31, 2021. Monson priorities can be found on- 
line at mass-culture.org/Monson along with 
the link to the online application. 
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families. If you need an X-ray, special- 
ists, cardio, pulmonary, or gastric sur- 
gery — it’s all there. This is all based on 
what the market need is.” 

Which is where last year’s assess- 
ment comes in. 

Baystate tailored its consolidation 
plan to feedback from local residents 
and interviews with local healthcare 
providers, Gray said. According to the 
findings, in addition to the types of care 
facilities like Baystate Wing tradition- 
aly offers — think cardio, orthope- 
dic, and oncology units — the new, 
enhanced center will include more 
behavioral care and other services it 
believes will best serve its commu- 
nities. 

“Substance use and mental health 
were identified as the most urgent 
health needs/problems impacting the 
area, as identified in local and regional 
interviews and focus groups and survey 
data of school districts in the Baystate 
Wing Service area under the auspices of 
the Quaboag Hills Drug Free Commu- 
nities project,” the report states. 

The urgency mirrors what commu- 
nities in the Commonwealth and across 
the country have been facing for years. 

“Substance use disorders, specif- 
ically opioid use, were of particular 
concern,” according to the report. 

“Opioid use disorder, which has 
been declared a public health emer- 
gency in Massachusetts, is impacting 
residents with high opioid related hos- 
pitalization rates in Ware and Palmer. 
Tobacco use remains high with an esti- 
mated 16-21% of adults that smoke. The 
rates of youth vaping nicotine-based 
products is a major concern; over 25% 
of 12th grade students in the Quaboag 
Hills region say that they vaped in the 
past 30 days. There was overwhelming 
consensus among focus group partici- 
pants and health care providers about 
the need for increased education across 
all sectors to reduce the stigma associ- 
ated with mental health and substance 
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DEADLINE 


The Journal Registerhas changed its firm deadline for public submissions 


use, aS well as the need for expanded 
treatment options, particularly treat- 
ment for people with co-morbidity.” 

If residents in Ludlow and Monson 
have any reservations about the change, 
Gray predicts that will change once 
they experience the new facility. 

“We are on our way to creating a 
robust primary care and specialty am- 
bulatory center,” she said. 

“Our aim is to have expanded 
hours, more parking, same-day ap- 
pointments and convenience in every 
way. A contemporary model of care. 
This is really exciting and really creat- 
ing some enthusiasm in our teams, who 
have been through a lot this year. I am 
confident that in our near future, the 
Baystate Health and Wellness Center 
Palmer will be the practice of choice 
for the Eastern Region community.” 

Speaking of enduring a tough year, 
Gray, a trained nurse herself, wants to 
remind residents of what health pro- 
fessionals have been preaching for 
the better part of the year: As this next 
COVID-19 wave meets the traditional 
flu season, following guidelines not 
only protects individuals and families, 
but all those they come in contact with. 
That means: 

Thorough 
washing 

¢ Self-isolation 

e Wearing a mask in public 

¢ Get a flu shot 


and frequent hand 


“We’re worried a lot about an in- 
crease in cases following the holidays,” 
Gray said. “Have a safe, Zoom celebra- 
tion this year so you can enjoy a nice, 
normal one with family and friends 
next year.” 


For more health and safety tips, go 
to mass health, com. To read Baystate’s 
community assessment report and stra- 
tegic action plan, or for more informa- 
tion about the system, go to baystate- 
health.org. 


to Mondays. To get your submission in for that week’s edition, email 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-8393 by 


noon on Mondays. 


We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 
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The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 





The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





Grant aimed at 
preventing 
overdoes deaths 


REGION — A rapid response team of addic- 
tion specialists and medical professionals will soon 
be dispatched to any household in Hampden County 
where an overdose is reported, thanks to a grant se- 
cured by the Hampden County Sheriff’s Department. 

The $900,000 grant is from the U.S. Department 
of Justice Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant and 
Substance Abuse Program (COSSAP). The money 
will help fund a Hampden County Addiction Task 
Force Program Coordinator position and the launch 
of the Rapid Response and Connection Program. The 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Department was the lead 
applicant for the grant, obtained on behalf of HCAT, 
which is comprised of the sheriff’s department, the 
Hampden District Attorney’s Office, 

HCAT, launched by District Attorney Anthony 
Gulluni’s office in 2016, is a collaboration of com- 
munity resources, law enforcement, health care in- 
stitutions, service providers, schools and community 
coalitions, individuals and families whose goal is to 
focus on a countywide approach to address drug and 
alcohol addictions, overdose, and prevention. 

Thanks to the grant, within 24-72 hours of an 
overdose in Hampden County, HCAT’s Rapid Re- 
sponse Team’s evidence-based approach will pres- 
ent the treatment options and wrap-around services 
needed for those struggling with addiction and their 
families. 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has complicated life 
for everybody, but even more so for some people 
struggling with substance use disorder. With report- 
ing of addiction-related issues on the rise, includ- 
ing relapse and sometime fatal overdoses, Hamp- 
den County Sheriff Nick Cocchi says the team will 
bridge a critical gap in services at a time when it is 
needed the most. 

“While all the focus has been on the COVID-19 
Pandemic, we’ve seen a dramatic rise in the number 
of people hitting a dangerous point with their addic- 
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Correction 
The caption under the photo that accompanied 
a story about the toy and senior gift drive in Monson 
misidentified one of the people in the photo, which is 
reprinted here. The caption should have identified Dené 
Ackerman (left) and Kristine Duval. Accuracy is our 
No. | priority. Also, the toy drive is just for the Monson 


area. If you see an error in our newspaper, please email 
editor Michael Harrison at mharrison @turley.com. 


Corrections 


The Journal Register will 
gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap- 
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request- 
ed in writing at: Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069. 


PHONE 
413.283.8393 
Fax: 413.283.7107 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 
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Mass Central Rail Trail feasibili 


State considers 
it an important trail 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


REGION -—- Eventually, the Mass 
Central Rail Trail will run from 
Northampton to Boston, and MassDOT 
has released a feasibility plan detailing 
what is needed to complete the 68.5 mile 
section. It runs from the end of the Nor- 
wotttuck Rail Trail in Belchertown to the 
I-495 area at the Hudson/Berlin town 
line, and the state says it is a priority to 
complete. When the entire trail is built 
out it will run for 104 miles. 

The study focuses on the 68.5 miles 
that run between Belchertown and Hud- 
son, of whichl7.5 miles already exist 
and 51 miles need to be built out. The 
state has rated the difficulty level of a 
number of pieces that still need work, 
with 20.2 miles rated moderately diffi- 
cult to implement and 22.4 miles rated as 
highly difficult. Nine new bridges would 
be necessary to complete the trail, ac- 
cording to the state. 

This study divides the MCRT anal- 
ysis into three segments. The first one 
goes from the easternmost part of the 
Norwottuck Rail Trail in Belchertown 
to the Massachusetts Central Rail Road 
corridor at the east bank of the Swift 
River in Bondsville, a village of Palmer. 
The second segment goes from the Swift 
River in Bondsville to the Ware River in 
Barre. The third section goes from Glen- 
wood Road in Rutland to Stone Road in 
Berlin, which is just east of the I-495 un- 
derpass, Berlin/Hudson town line. 

Within those segments are highly 
detailed notes about what obstacles are in 
the way, including whether it is a physi- 
cal problem, such as a missing bridge 
over a river, or an ownership problem as 
some pieces are in private hands. It also 
documents where it may be necessary to 
leave the trail for short pieces. 

Economics 

“Tt’s terrific to have this study, and 
to continue to draw attention to this huge 
resource in our community,” said East 
Quabbin Land Trust Executive Director 
Cynthia Henshaw, who was asked by the 
state to review the plan before it was re- 
leased. 

The EQLT has most recently de- 
veloped a half-mile of the trail in Ware, 
near the trust’s Frohloff farm on Church 
Street. It was built as an accessible trail 
so it is wide and covered in crushed 
stone. The plan is to connect it to the 
trust’s already existing portions in New 
Braintree and Hardwick. The trust is 
also working on a trail from the farm to 


» Mass Central Rai Trail | 





File photo by Melina Bourdeau 
A feasibility study to complete the Mass 
Central Rail Trail was recently released 
by MassDOT, showing how a stretch be- 
tween Belchertown and Hudson/Berlin 
town line can be finished. This is a sign in 
the New Braintree section of an already 
existing section of the trail. 


Grenville Park, which is also on Church 
Street in Ware. 

Henshaw said more fully develop- 
ing the trail between towns, such as Ware 
and Hardwick, can help residents travel 
to local jobs and shopping. She also said 
it provides a safe place for people to en- 
joy nature and to get exercise without 
being near cars. 

Craig Della Penna, who has been 
involved in the trail for a couple of de- 
cades, said developing trails always ben- 
efits the communities it runs through. He 
is a Northampton Realtor who specializ- 
es in selling houses close to rail trails. 

“When trail projects come through 
the result 1s economic development,” he 
said. “Local small businesses benefit and 
will locate there, and it’s more lively.” 
He pointed to Gilbertville’s Rose 32 bak- 
ery and restaurant as the type of business 
that could be attracted to locating along 
the trail. Part of the existing trail runs 
between Gilbertville and New Brain- 
tree. Rail trails help make communities 
more viable and liveable, he said. The 
state used the Gilbertville-Ware covered 
bridge as one of the sights on the trail 
during their recent conference last week. 
Della Penna also runs a website about 
the MCRT at www.masscentralrailtrail. 
org/, which has old and new maps. 

In fact, the economic vibrancy the 
trails bring to communities has been part 
of the reason the state has put an empha- 
sis on creating trails, Della Penna said. 
The state now has a Trails Committee 
made up of multiple agencies and they 
meet every few weeks, he said. 

History 

The Massachusetts Central Rail- 
road originally ran west from Boston for 
104 miles to Northampton, and the state 
wants to see it use as much of the original 
rail corridor as possible. It was once pos- 
sible to get on a train in Boston’s North 
Station and travel to Northampton’s 
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; WARREN WRIGHT ROAD Panes 
mes NORWOTTUCK RAIL TRAIL 


de. CT.RIVER GREENWAY STATE PARK 


The Warren Wright Road sara area for 
the Norwottuck Rail Trail in Belchertown. 
The state recently released a feasibility 
report for a portion of the Mass Central 
Rail Trail, running from Belchertown to 
the Hudson/Berlin town line. 
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The Norwottuck Rail Trail in Belchertown. 


Union Station, although Paul Jahnige, 
with the state’s Department of Conserva- 
tion and Recreation said at a MassDOT 
conference this week the railroad was 
abandoned in the early 1900s. A hurri- 
cane in 1938 severely damaged the line, 
and over time some of the line could not 
even be seen. 
Importance 

Trails in general, and the MCRT 
specifically, has been identified as a high 
priority for the commonwealth’s trail 
and greenway system, according to the 
report. It involves MassDOT’s statewide 
Bike and Pedestrian Plans, the Depart- 
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ment of Conservation & Recreation’s 
Commonwealth Connections, and vari- 
ous local and regional plans, according 
to the report. 

At last week’s virtual 2020 Moving 
Together conference, MassDOT’s John 
Bechard described it as a “critical back- 
bone” in creating shared use trails in the 
state, and said it was the top rail trail 
priority in the state. He described the 
feasibility study as a way of kicking the 
completion of the trail into higher gear, 
and determining what needs to be done 
to make it a reality. 

The study details approximately 55 
miles of undeveloped segments along 
the MCRR corridor are currently in pub- 
lic, private or conservation ownership. 
About 33 miles of this trail have already 
been constructed as off-road, multi-use 
greenways. 

An additional 22 miles of former 
railroad corridor are owned by the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay Transportation Authori- 
ty and leased by DCR between Coburn 
Road in Berlin and Linden Street in 
Waltham, according to the study. This 
22-mile corridor is in varying stages of 
planning, design and construction by the 
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ergy to develop the 10-foot wide, paved 
MCRT. 

“This trail will knit together slow- 
ly over time,” Della Penna said. “It may 
take a generation.” 

The full feasibility report can be 
found at https://www.mass.gov/lists/ 
mass-central-rail-trail-feasibility. Com- 
ments and suggestions from the public 
will be taken through Dec. | at https:// 
tinyurl.com/y6j9r7bp. 





Want to help spread some 
holiday cheer to local senior 
citizens this year? Home Sweet 
Home Senior Living has a plan 
and they could use your help. 

Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, this holiday season 
is difficult for everyone to nav- 
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LEARNING 


1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor 


ar) 
Palmer, MA 01069 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 





Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


joy this year. 
senior 


a blanket, 
snacks, 


unique Is its 
personalized instruction. 





e Basic reading, writing and math skills 


classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


Let TFL's method of 
One-to-One private tutoring help 
you reach your goals with: 


e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
e English Language Instruction (including conversation 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@topfloorlearning.org 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 





VOLUNTEER 
- TUTORS 
, NEEDED! 
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TOP FLOOR 
LEARNING NEWS! 


We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 
in need of help in reading, writing or math. 
This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 


we continue to receive requests for this service. 





COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 


e Use a computer ¢ Email 


e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 





ce) “like” us on 


facebook 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 
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» Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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could use a little extra holiday 


Some gift suggestions: gro- 
cery store or other gift cards, 
books, puzzles, scarfs, gloves, 
socks, 
anything handmade, 
soaps, hand towels, jewelry, arts 










Gifts, cards for senior citizens needed 


igate, but especially for older 
adults who are unable to see 
their families as they normally 
would. Katie Krupka, 
living advisor at Home Sweet 
Home, is collecting small gifts 
and cards through Dec. 13 to 
distribute to local seniors who 


ated. 


slippers, 
gender-specific. 
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and crafts, picture frames — any- 
thing you think will be appreci- 


If you are donating a 
warped gift, there should be an 
indication if it is intended to be 


cially distanced drop-off or 
pick-up arrangements for all 
donated gifts. 

For more — information, 
email her at katie@home- 
sweethomesla.com or call 413- 
446-8722. 


Krupka can arrange a so- 


WE'RE STILL 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 1 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
© 5 Excludes 
diesel & 
synthetic 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 11/30/20 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 11/30/20 T 


ol 


WHEEL , 
ALIGNMENT CHECK , 


$@Q2> 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 11/30/20 T 


(Up to $50/Parts BART AGE valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 


a (to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 








Mt 
Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 





Auto 
Sales & Service 


e Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 


BA INSPECTION STATION MOsSoe8 





5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 


TEMPORARY HOURS: 


MON-FRI 8-4 
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Small 
businesses 
need you more 
than ever now 


t the end of the day, any business de- 
Are on a favorable bottom line. It’s 

the number that ultimately decides if a 
business owner can keep that “open” sign on 
the door. But that doesn’t mean all business 1s 
transactional. That’s especially true for small 
businesses. 

Local businesses have always been a cor- 
nerstone of their communities. For them, it’s 
not just about selling goods or services. It’s 
about being a good neighbor. Supporting local 
causes. Lending expertise in schools and plac- 
es of worship. Restaurants and cafes aren’t just 
places to eat. It’s where people bond, celebrate, 
and collaborate. 

Most people first experience the life-chang- 
ing thrill of earning a wage for an honest day’s 
work at a small shop. 

And many future entrepreneurs started 
learning about how business works and finding 
their inspiration at those first jobs at a small, 
local business. 

When there’s a tragedy or a crisis, you can 
bet your bottom dollar local business owners 
are there helping any way they can. 

That’s why it’s more important than ever 
to support them in their time of need. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll 
on all of us, and small businesses have absorbed 
unprecedented challenges. “Small Business 
Saturday” may sound like a cute catch phrase, 
but the intent runs so much deeper. While we 
hope everyone shops locally as often as possi- 
ble, this Saturday is an opportunity to remind 
those local business owners how much you 
appreciate them. Many have just managed to 
hang on during the pandemic and any day you 
can help them exceed expectations provides the 
confidence they need to keep going. 

A show of support is particularly import- 
ant now. An expected next wave of coronavi- 
rus infections could again ripple through small 
business communities across the U.S. 

It was reported in the New York Times on 
Sunday that “sluggish retail sales growth in 
October, rising claims for unemployment in- 
surance last week and a multi week decline in 
employment and hours worked at small busi- 
nesses nationwide have increased the odds that 
the economy could tip back into recession.” 

Not that it’s inevitable. If we all do our part 
by following the guidelines designed to stop 
the spread of infection, that’s another way to 
support small businesses. A healthy communi- 
ty is a healthy customer base. 

Across our pages, you'll see the names 
of our advertising partners and we urge you 
to give them your business. And there are so 
many others in your area. Not all of them have 
brick and mortar shops. Many small business, 
from artisans to professional service provid- 
ers, are based locally and operating virtually. 
Please seek them all out. Ask your friends and 
neighbors for recommendations. Check social 
media. 

You all have a ton of civic and community 
pride. Supporting small businesses is another 
chance to show it and we hope you take every 
opportunity. 


HISTORY MATTERS 
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It's time to shop for a 
gardener in your life 


My kids have been busy making 
their Christmas wish lists. Over the 
years I have saved the “rough drafts.” 
You know, the list that doesn’t get sent to 
Santa. It’s a walk down Memo- 
ry Lane to look these over. Just 
the change in their handwriting 
is enough to make a Momma 
cry, never mind all the requests 
for baby dolls and princess this 
or that! Those days are over, 
sniffle, sniffle...but today’s 
pastime got me thinking about 
my favorite gift recommenda- | 
tions for the gardener in your wm 
life. Let’s start with tools! 

Hands down, my favorite 
tool is the spade. It’s similar to 
a short handled shovel with an ever so 
slightly tapered, yet straight rectangu- 
lar blade. I have an antique spade with 
a worn wooden handle that belonged to 
my dad. I use it to “edge” shrub beds or 
other gardens to keep them distinct from 
the lawn. A spade is also great for di- 
viding overgrown perennials. Simply use 
the blade to chop the plant into manage- 
able pieces. It is likewise indispensable 
for moving or removing trees and shrubs, 
cutting through tough roots in no time 
flat. 

If I had to name a runner up, it 
would be the scuffle hoe. Get your friend 
one of these and with 20 minutes of “aer- 
obic exercise” three times a week, their 
garden will be weed free! A gentle back 
and forth action slices the weeds at the 
soil line without turning the soil over too 
much or bringing new seeds to light. 

One tool that I couldn’t live without 
come harvest time are my garden shears. 
They look very much like scissors with 
shorter blades. Useful as an all around 
pruner, this tool is surprisingly sharp, 
lightweight, and comfortable in your 
hands even after lots of work. I only wish 
they weren’t black; I need to spray paint 
the handles neon orange so that I don’t 
keep losing them amongst the plant ma- 
terial. 

Once the weather breaks your favor- 
ite gardener can get a jump start on the 
growing season with a gift of IRT mulch. 
For crops such as pumpkins, melons, 
eggplant, peppers and other heat-lovers, 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





itis an indispensable tool. Simply roll out 
the black plastic-like mulch two weeks 
before planting time to warm the soil. 
When ready to plant, simply cut and “X” 
into the mulch and position the 
seedling into the soil. Plants 
generally grow faster and will 
ripen sooner than those grow- 
ing without the mulch. In ad- 
dition, they suffer next to nil 
competition from weeds. 

Even though it will be 
a while until we can get our 
» | hands into the soil again, many 
“<' | gardeners will start off the New 
Year with a seed catalog or two 
in hand. To be able to grow the 
great variety of tasty veggies 
and colorful flowers seen on the glossy 
pages of these pamphlets, we really must 
learn to start our own transplants from 
seed. Then, the sky is really the limit! 

Without the right amount of light 
and warmth, however, indoor seed start- 
ing can be discouraging. Often times 
transplants end up so leggy that they col- 
lapse. Or, worse yet, seeds rot in the soil 
without ever even germinating. Spare 
your loved one the heartbreak and get 
them a heated mat and a shop light with 
fluorescent bulbs. The mat will provide 
warmth at the root zone to encourage 
speedy, even germination and the light, 
when positioned just inches above the 
growing seedlings, will promote sturdy, 
strong growth. 

Search out local garden centers and 
nurseries for these and other innovative 
gardening implements for your friends 
and family this holiday season. Two mail 
order companies that carry the some of 
the products I mentioned include John- 
ny’s Selected Seeds in Winslow, Maine 
(Johnnyseeds.com) and Fedco Seeds in 
Waterville Maine (fedcoseeds.com). 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy @turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
ject line. 





Why we shouldnt give 
up on bipartisanship, 
even now 


By Betsy de Parry 
Guest columnist 


are wondering whether bipartisanship is even pos- 
sible anymore. 

For the millions suffering from cancer and other 
debilitating diseases, I hope so. Because 18 years ago, 
when I faced a deadly diagnosis of non-Hodgkin lym- 
phoma, bipartisanship laid the foundation that gave me 
my life back. 

The treatment that saved me resulted from years of 
research that would have amounted to nothing without 
the law authored by two senators, Indiana Democrat 
Birch Bayh and Kansas Republican Bob Dole, in 1980. 

Known as the Bayh-Dole Act, this law allows uni- 
versities, small businesses and nonprofit organizations 
to own the early-stage inventions they make in the 
course of their research using federal grants. These in- 
stitutions can then license their intellectual property to 
private firms, which have the resources and experience 
to turn promising ideas into widely available medicines. 

Prior to Bayh-Dole, the government retained own- 
ership of intellectual property rights, and only occa- 
sionally translated them into real-world products for 
patient use. At the time the law passed, fewer than 5% 
of these government-owned inventions were licensed 
for commercial production. 

Fortunately, Senators Bayh and Dole set partisan- 
ship aside to fix this logjam. Their landmark legisla- 
tion has helped create a legal framework for private 
firms to pioneer more than 200 groundbreaking medi- 
cal innovations -- including the one that saved my life. 
When I was diagnosed with an incurable form of NHL 
in January 2002, my only treatment option at the time 
was chemotherapy. It was known to slow the disease’s 
progression but it would inevitably return. 

But chemotherapy didn’t slow the progression of 
my disease. A few months into treatment -- and in the 
nick of time -- a new type of treatment for NHL hit 
the market: radioimmunotherapy. Unlike chemothera- 
py, which attacks both cancerous and healthy cells and 
requires up to eight treatments, RIT targets cancerous 
cells only, and takes only one or two injections. 

In September 2002, I received two doses of the cut- 
ting-edge RIT drug Zevalin and have been in remission 
and healthy ever since. 

A crucial part of Zevalin’s therapeutic regimen 1s 
the infusion of the drug rituximab, a medication de- 
signed to reduce the number of cancerous B cells in 
the blood. Using grants from the National Institutes of 
Health, researchers at Stanford University unearthed 
this B cell technology in the 1970s and 1980s. 

This discovery may never have become a commer- 
cially viable cancer treatment had those researchers not 
left Stanford and formed Biotherapy Systems in 1985 
to further develop and commercialize their B cell tech- 
nology. 

Finally, in 1997, the FDA approved their drug rit- 
uximab under the brand name Rituxan. 

I’m far from the only patient who owes her life to 
the drug innovation ecosystem Bayh-Dole supports. 
Under this law, private companies have been able to 
bring patients hundreds of treatments -- including the 
epilepsy drug Lyrica, the ovarian and breast cancer 
therapy Taxol, and the multiple sclerosis medication 
Tcelna. 

Patients owe a debt of gratitude to senators Bayh 
and Dole, who recognized that empowering private 
drug companies to turn government-sponsored research 
into usable medicines and treatments is not a partisan 
issue. Their bill found its way through Congress at a 
divided moment, when Ronald Reagan had just won 
election but Jimmy Carter was still in office. Their will- 
ingness to work together in the service of public health 
and patients like me should inspire us today. 

Betsy de Parry is a patient advocate and the author 
of Adventures in Cancer Land. 


[: the wake of the 2020 election, many Americans 


Great history book picks for children from trains to JFK 


By John Grimaldi 
Guest columnist 


At precisely high noon, on Nov. 


Is Dead” by James Lincoln Collier and 
Christopher Collier. 


President Lyndon Johnson _ re- 


18, 1883, the railroad system intro- 
duced America to its four new zones: 
Eastern, Central, Mountain, and Pacif- 
ic; until then, villages, towns, and cities 
from coast to coast, counted on the sun 
to set their clocks, and based time on 
local estimates. People started their day 
at sunrise, assembled for meals, pushed 
through chores and retired at dusk. 

But the railroads required a reliable 
standard to maintain uniform timeta- 
bles; prior to the decree, arrivals and de- 
partures confused travelers, and created 
chaos for commerce. 

The change was embraced enthu- 
siastically, but it wasn’t until 1918 that 
Congress passed the Standard Time 
Act, which transferred oversight of the 
time zone boundaries to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. In 1966, the 
authority was re-assigned to the Depart- 
ment of Transportation. 

For more information, the Grate- 
ful American Book Prize recommends 
“The Great Railroad Revolution: The 
History of Trains in America” by Chris- 
tian Wolmar. 


On Sept. 3, 1783, the Treaty of 
Paris ended the Revolutionary War, 
but it took the British nearly three 
months to complete their retreat. The 
last of the troops departed New York 
on Nov. 25, which coincidentally, was 
Thanksgiving, giving the former colo- 
nists-turned-Americans, another reason 
to gloat. 





In 1883 the railroad system introduced America to four new time zones. 
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It took the British soldiers almost three months to complete their retreat back 
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The Kennedy Space Center at Cape 
Canaveral in Florida. 

American System Now, a history 
website, published an article that in- 
cluded an excerpt from “a woman who 
had witnessed” the celebrations that day 
as a girl. She wrote: “We had been ac- 
customed for a long time to military dis- 
play in all the finish and finery of garri- 
son life; the troops just leaving us were 
as if equipped for show, and with their 
scarlet uniforms and burnished arms, 
made a brilliant display; the troops that 
marched in, on the contrary, were ill- 
clad and weather beaten, and made a 
forlorn appearance; but then they were 
our troops, and as I looked at them and 
thought upon all they had done and suf- 
fered for us, my heart and my eyes were 
full, and I admired and gloried in them 
the more, because they were weather 
beaten and forlorn.” 

The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “My Brother Sam 
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named Cape Canaveral in honor of the 
late John F. Kennedy on Nov. 28, 1963, 
five days after his assassination. Two 
years earlier, President Kennedy had 
dared America’s rocket scientists to put 
a man on the moon within a decade— 
and it was accomplished, triumphant- 
ly--on July 20, 1969, when Astronaut 
Neil Armstrong landed--and walked-- 
on the moon. 

The Cape’s role in America’s ef- 
forts to conquer space--or what Star 
Trek fans call “The Last Frontier,’ was 
begun in 1947, when it became a mis- 
sile-testing range. The plan was to put a 
satellite in orbit to sync with the 1957- 
1958 International Geophysical Year 
celebrations. But according to Space. 
com, “the Army ended up sending the 
first U.S. satellite, Explorer 1, into 
space on Jan. 31, 1958, on a modified 
Jupiter-C rocket called Juno 1”. 

Meanwhile, in 1971, Cape Kenne- 
dy reverted to its original name, Cape 
Canaveral, but the main attraction re- 
mained the “Kennedy Space Center.” 

For more information, the Grate- 
ful American Book Prize recommends 
‘““Moonport: A History of Apollo Launch 
Facilities and Operations” by Charles 
D. Benson and William Faherty. 

History Matters is a column writ- 
ten by the Grateful American Book 
Prize, and is designed to show Amer- 
ican children their past is prelude to 
their future. For more information go to 
http://gratefulamericanbookprize.com/. 


Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 


The 
Journal Register 
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Mass. Senate's budget has more money for health, housing, childcare 


BOSTON —The Massachu- 
setts State Senate on last week 
unanimously passed a $46 billion 
budget for fiscal year 2021 after 
adding $36.1 million in targeted in- 
vestments after two days of delib- 
erations. 

Passed with bipartisan sup- 
port, the budget addresses sectors 
impacted by COVID-19, including 
early education and childcare, food 
security, housing supports, and pub- 
lic health. 

“T appreciate the patience of 
my communities and the many or- 
ganizations and individuals that are 
helped with this budget,’ Sen. Anne 
M. Gobi (D-Spencer), a member 
of Senate Committee on Ways & 
Means, said. 

“Tt 1s good we waited and did 
not do the budget during the sum- 
mer when we would have had to 
make drastic cuts. I am very pleased 
that funding that assists everyone of 
the towns in my senate district was 
included in this budget and look for- 
ward to assisting during this time of 
recovery.” 

Senate President Karen E. 
Spilka (D-Ashland) said, “With a 
second surge of COVID-19 upon 
us, we must do everything we can 
to shore up critical resources for 
those most in need so that we can 
begin to build towards an equitable 
recovery. This unprecedented bud- 
get 1s a testament to the challenges 
we face as a Commonwealth, but 
I am confident Massachusetts will 
emerge stronger and more resilient 
than before.” 

The budget funds MassHealth 
at a total of $18.2 billion to main- 
tain critical access to affordable 
health care coverage for over 1.9 
million people and includes target- 
ed investments to maintain and ex- 
pand access to mental health care, 
while strengthening public health 
infrastructure at the local, state and 
regional level to combat the effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The senate’s budget holds 
harmless Chapter 70 funding in a 
manner consistent with the agree- 
ment reached between the Sen- 
ate, House and Administration in 
July by providing $5.283 billion, 
an increase of $107.6 million over 
FY’ 20. 


Gobi’s office said this addi- 
tional level of investment will al- 
low all school districts to maintain 
foundation spending levels while 
accounting for enrollment and in- 
flation changes. The budget also in- 
cludes $345 million for the Special 
Education Circuit Breaker, reim- 
bursing school districts for the cost 
of educating students with disabili- 
ties at the statutorily required 75% 
reimbursement rate. In addition 
to ensuring stability for the state’s 
K12 population, the Senate’s bud- 
get takes steps to invest in childcare 
providers and higher education in- 
stitutions—both of which are criti- 
cally important to the state’s econ- 
omy and recovery in midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The senate’s budget recom- 
mends a total of $46 billion in 
spending, a 5.5% increase over the 
Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20) General 
Appropriations Act. This spend- 
ing recommendation is based on 
a revised tax revenue estimate of 
$27.592 billion, which provides 
for $3.558 billion less in available 
revenue than the original consensus 
revenue estimate originally agreed 
upon in January 2020. To close this 
anticipated revenue shortfall, the 
FY21 budget includes $1.5 billion 
from the Stabilization Fund, ensur- 
ing a majority of the Stabilization 
Fund balance remains for future 
years; $1.38 billion in available fed- 
eral supports; and more than $400 
million in new revenue initiatives. 
Among those initiatives, the bud- 
get includes provisions such as ac- 
celerated sales tax collection and a 
new fee structure for Transportation 
Network Companies. The  bud- 
get also avoids drastic budget cuts 
while leaving the Commonwealth 
in a sound fiscal position moving 
forward. 


Education investments include: 


¢ $5.283 billion for Chapter 70 
education funding 

¢ $345 million for the Special 
Education Circuit Breaker 

¢ $115 million to reimburse 
public school districts for costs in- 
curred when students leave to attend 
charter schools 

¢ $82.2 million to reimburse 


school districts for re- 
gional school transporta- 
tion costs 

¢ $560.4 million for 
the University of Mas- 
sachusetts, $308 million 
for the fifteen community 
colleges, and $285.5 mil- 
lion for the nine state uni- 
versities; and $2 million 
for grants offered through 
the Massachusetts Inclu- 
sive Concurrent Enrollment Initia- 
tive to support high school students 
with intellectual disabilities ages 
18—22 with access to higher educa- 
tion opportunities 

¢ $40 million for a new reserve 
to cover parent fees for families re- 
ceiving subsidized childcare for the 
remainder of FY 21 

¢ $25 million for a new Ear- 
ly Education and Care Workforce 
and COVID-19 Supports Reserve 
to provide classroom stabilization 
grants, incentive pay for providers, 
and support for increased operation- 
al costs due to COVID-19 

¢ $15 million for grants to the 
Head Start program to maintain ac- 
cess to early education services for 
low-income families 

¢ $5 million for the Common- 
wealth Preschool Partnership Initia- 
tive to expand access to preschool 
in underserved areas 

¢ $6.4M for Youth-At-Risk 
Matching grants, including support 
for YWCAs, YMCAs and Boys & 
Girls Clubs, after adding $5M on 
the floor 

¢ $3.0 million for Rural School 
Aid, after adding $1.5M on the floor 

¢ $1.5 million for the Civics 
Education Trust Fund 


Health investments include: 


¢ $500.3 million for Adult 
Support Services, including assist- 
ed outpatient programming and 
comprehensive care coordination 
among health care providers 

¢ $163.6 million for a range of 
substance abuse treatment and in- 
tervention services 

¢ $94.5 million for children’s 
mental health services 

¢ $45.2 million for domestic vi- 
olence prevention services 

¢ $35.4 million for early inter- 





| Anne Gobi 


vention services, to ensure 
supports are accessible 
and available to infants 
and young toddlers with 
developmental delays and 
disabilities 

¢ $20 million for 
funding to support ex- 
panded access to mental 
health services, including 
$10M for the Behavioral 
Health, Outreach, Access 
and Support Trust Fund and $10M 
for a new inpatient mental health 
acute care beds grant program to ex- 
pand access to critical mental health 
services 

¢ $17.5 million for Family Re- 
source Centers to meet increased 
demand for services 

¢ $10 million for grants to sup- 
port local boards of health to com- 
bat COVID-19 

¢ $2.5 million for a new match- 
ing funds grant program to as- 
sist communities making public 
health-oriented adjustments to their 
public safety systems, including tar- 
geted reforms such as jail diversion 
programs, de-escalation training 
and professionals, and behavioral 
health staffing and supports 

¢ $1.7 million for the State Ac- 
tion for Public Health Excellence 
(SAPHE) program to support a 
more effective local and regional 
public health delivery system 

¢ $1 million for a COVID-19 
Vaccine Distribution Plan program, 
focused on equitable vaccine distri- 
bution 


In addition to these health care 
investments, the senate’s budget 
seeks to expand access to care. It 
includes provisions that prohibit 
insurers from denying coverage for 
mental health services and primary 
care services solely because they 
were delivered on the same day in 
the same facility. This important 
measure will remove a significant 
financial barrier to the integration of 
primary care and mental health. The 
budget, through the amendment 
process, also includes provisions 
that further expand reproductive 
health care options. 


The plan creates and invests in 
programs to educate, train and pre- 


pare Massachusetts workers. 


Opportunity 
investments include: 


¢ $46.4 million for a new Eco- 
nomic Planning and Response Pro- 
gram, including grants and loans 
to small businesses, small business 
technical assistance and capital im- 
provement supports 

¢ $40.6 million for adult basic 
education services to improve ac- 
cess to skills necessary to join the 
workforce 

¢ $20 million for summer jobs 
and work-readiness training for at- 
risk youth 

¢ $15 million for a Community 
Empowerment and Reinvestment 
grant program to provide economic 
supports to communities dispropor- 
tionately impacted by the criminal 
justice system 

¢ $10 million for the Workforce 
Competitiveness Trust Fund to con- 
nect unemployed and under-em- 
ployed workers with higher paying 
jobs 

¢ $6 million for Regional Eco- 
nomic Development Organizations 
to support economic growth in all 
regions of the state 

¢ $5 million for Community 
Foundations to provide emergency 
economic relief to historically un- 
derserved populations across the 
Commonwealth 

¢ $3 million for the Secure Jobs 
Connect program, providing job 
placement resources and assistance 
for homeless individuals 

¢ $2 million for the Massachu- 
setts Manufacturing Extension Part- 
nership 


According to gobi’s office, ac- 
cess to affordable housing, which 
has taken on new urgency for many 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, is 
a key Senate priority for recovery. 


Housing investments include: 


¢ $180.7 million for Emergency 
Assistance Family Shelters 

¢ $135 million for the Massa- 
chusetts Rental Voucher Program 
(MRVP) 

¢ $50 million for Residential 
Assistance for Families in Transi- 


tion (RAFT), as well as emergency 
changes to the RAFT program to 
increase the maximum amount of 
rental assistance that a household 
can receive from $4,000 to $10,000 
and allow eligible households fac- 
ing a housing crisis to access both 
RAFT and HomeBASE. 

¢ $53.4 million for assistance 
for homeless individuals 

¢ $27.2 million for the Home- 
BASE diversion and rapid re-hous- 
ing programs 

¢ $12.5 million for the Alter- 
native Housing Voucher Program 
(AHVP), which provides rental 
assistance to people with disabili- 
ties, and $2.5 million for grants to 
improve or create accessible afford- 
able housing units 

¢ $10.5 million for housing 
vouchers for Department of Mental 
Health (DMH) clients to transition 
into housing and community-based 
Services 

¢ $4.75 million for the Hous- 
ing Consumer Education Centers 
(HCECs) 

¢ $3.9 million for the Home 
and Healthy for Good re-housing 
and supportive services program, 
including $250,000 for homeless 
LGBTQ+ youth 

¢ $2.5 million for the Office 
of Public Collaboration to support 
housing dispute mediation efforts 
across the Commonwealth 

¢ $1.3 million for the Tenancy 
Preservation Program 


Concerned about ensuring the 
state’s residents most at risk of evic- 
tion in the middle of a pandemic are 
kept safe and secure in their homes, 
the budget also includes a provision 
that would simplify the application 
process for RAFT and protect the 
credit rating of individuals who face 
eviction due to COVID-19 by seal- 
ing eviction records. This propos- 
al provides additional protections 
and resources to tenants suffering 
a COVID-19-related financial hard- 
ship, as well as stability as they 
await short-term emergency rental 
assistance. 

Food insecurity has become 
one of the most prevalent conse- 
quences of the COVID-19 pandem- 
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At E. Jones, the student gets 
ready to take the reins 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER — There comes a time in 
one’s life, when they can start closing 
one chapter and begin the next one to en- 
joy the fruits of their labor. 

This transition is officially taking 
place at investment company Edwards 
Jones in Palmer, with longtime financial 
advisor Paul Dansereau beginning the 
process of turning the business over to 
Hunter E. Boody. 

Dansereau began his career in 2001 
with the Town of Palmer being a “natural 
home” for him because he grew up and 
was educated in the community, he said. 


Staff photos by Jonah Snowden 
Hunter Boody has been working closely 
with his mentor Paul Dansereau since 
moving from Raleigh, N.C. in 2019 in in 
about two years will take over the busi- 
ness. 
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tions,” Sheriff Cocchi said. ““The 
isolation and financial instability 
has led to a mental health crisis, 
and an unfortunate part of that 
is people turning to drugs and 
alcohol to numb the pain. But it 
only complicates their person- 
al turmoil after the momentary 
relief, and many are hitting the 
wall. This effort will save lives 
and families by offering support 
and wrap-around services at a 


The Optical Shop 


at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center 


bat substance use and addiction 
disorders saves lives,” said Dis- 
trict Attorney Anthony Gulluni. 
“As the leading law enforce- 
ment organizations in Hampden 
County, we continue to strength- 
en our community based part- 
nerships in our efforts to prevent 
opioid related deaths, reduce 
harm, and prevent needless loss 
for families.” 

Overall, the new HCAT ini- 


time when it is needed most.” 

In addition to funding the 
HCAT coordinator position and 
enabling the Rapid Response 
Team, the grant will help roll out 
a county-wide database system 
to document overdose incidents, 
high-risk individuals, and sub- 
sequent follow-up actions all in 
real time. 

“Aligning and mobilizing 
resources county-wide to com- 


tiative will provide a data-driv- 
en, integrated response to the 
residents who are the most vul- 
nerable and at-risk for opioid 
and substance use-related inci- 
dents while improving commu- 
nity safety and overall well-be- 
ing. This comes at a time when 
in the last three years, there has 
been a 112% increase in opi- 
oid-related deaths in Hampden 
County alone. 













The main thing Dansereau said he 
enjoyed about Edward Jones was how 
the business evolved. 


IN.G,, 


in 2019, said Dansereau has been 
a great mentor. He also said that so far, 
it’s been “very fun to interact” with the 
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With the passing of another year, we reflect on the events that changed our ee 


lives-some of them good, but for some, there have been better years. 


“When I first started in this business, 
it was more about investments, which 
stocks own, mutual funds, and a little bit 
of planning,” said Dansereau. 

“As time went on, our industry has 
changed more towards financial services 
and planning, so we’ve seen a whole evo- 
lution come through. The most enjoyable 
part, quite frankly, is investments. We’ve 
been doing that for over 20 years.” 

He also said knowing he played a 
part in helping someone plan for a suc- 
cessful retirement is particularly satisfy- 
ing. 

And it never gets dull/ There’s “al- 
ways more to learn,’ Dansereau said. 

“T think we got better 
over a period of time,’ he 
said. 

“My clients, as we 
probably learned together, 
on how social security, es- 
tate planning, talking about » 
taxes [works], the more I 
learned, the more I think © 
I helped to create a better 
plan for them.” 

After managing mil- 
lions of dollars, helping cli- 
ents grow wealth and pour- ~ 
ing his heart and soul into 
his business, Dansereau | 
feels it’s a good time to 
move on and retire along- 
side his wife, former River 
East School-To-Career, Inc. 
Director Loretta Dansereau. 

He has complete con- | 
fidence that Boody will not 
only be a good caretaker, 
but will help the business 
prosper and grow. 

Boody, who moved 
to the area from Raleigh, 


lh 


clients. 

“There is a big trust,” said Boody. 

“With a trust, they feel comfortable 
to talk, as well as to look at the big finan- 
cial picture for not just them but with the 
next generation.” 

Dansereau’s retirement won’t be of- 
ficial until March of 2022. In the mean- 
time, “I’m to be constantly learning and 
growing to help me as well as the clients 
in the community,” Boody said. 

The Edward Jones office is locat- 
ed on 1448 N. Main Street, Palmer. For 
more information on services or for any 
other questions, call 413-289-1875. 
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Fortunately, time has a way of healing, and letting us go forward-a promise 
of better years to come. Whatever last year brought you, we want you to know 
our family’s thoughts are with you for a healthy and happy New Year. 
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By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


Monson returns to remote learning as COVID cases surge 


MONSON — Nearly two 
months to the day since resum- 
ing in-school classes, a surge in 
COVID-19 cases in town forced an 
abrupt return to all-remote learning 
until at least Dec. 7. 

Sports will be on hold until 
January at the earliest. 

The return date is tentative 
and could be moved back depend- 
ing on the number of positive cas- 
es in Monson leading up to Dec. 
7. Health experts nationwide are 
holding their breath and _ hop- 
ing most people stayed home for 
Thanksgiving or at least kept gath- 
erings small. Otherwise, they said, 
the holiday could become a super 
spreader that results in even higher 
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rates of confirmed COVID-19 cas- 
es. 

Monson Schools Supt. Cheryl 
Clarke made the decision to halt 
in-person classes Nov. 18 after 26 
new cases were reported in just 
over a week. She consulted with 
Monson Schools Nurse Lead Kar- 
en Fedora and notified parents and 
staff ahead of that evening’s School 
Committee meeting. 

Students in Monson were the 
last in the county to be allowed 
back in the classroom. The begin- 
ning of a planned phase-in had to 
be pushed back in mid-Septem- 
ber after a late wave of positive 
COVID-19 tests broke over the 
town. 

Having to make the call to re- 
sume remote only classes was an 
emotional one. Clarke wept when 


She told Monson 
School Com- 
mittee Chair 


Jeff Lord about 
her decision. 
“This 
whole thing has 
been an emo- 
tional roller 
coaster for ev- 
eryone,’ Clarke 
said Saturday. 
“To have 
the kids back 
in the building 
has been just 
so wonderful. 
They love be- 
ing there and 
the teachers 





are so happy to 
have their kids 
back, so 


it’s 
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very tough if the town goes into the 
red [high-risk category] and has so 
many new cases. It’s very emotion- 
al to be in the halls the next day and 
see them empty. I love the kids and 
it was nice for everybody to have a 
little bit of normalcy. Then in one 
day everything changes.” 

Clarke and other officials ac- 
knowledged at last week’s school 
committee meeting that based 
on new guidance metrics handed 
down by Mass. Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er, Monson is technically not in the 
“red” category. But some officials 
have questioned if those metrics 
are applicable to smaller towns in 
the Commonwealth. 

Regardless of the metrics, 
Clarke, Lord, and other officials 
said they are not going to split 
hairs. 

“Our No. | goal is to keep the 
kids safe,’ Lord said. 

“That’s the most important 
thing in my opinion and [ will not 
tolerate any casualties because 
I’m in a hurry to get kids back in 
school.” 

That echos what Clark said 
during the school committee meet- 
ing and again in an interview this 
past weekend. 

“Tt was a difficult decision in 
some ways, but not in other ways,” 
she said at the meeting. 

“Because, you know, that’s a 
lot of cases and the safety of our 
kids and our staff, that trumps ev- 
erything. I’m sorry, but it does 
it. And so it’s disconcerting. It’s 
discouraging. But we’ll be back. 
We’re not giving up. We’ll be back. 
So we hope to see everybody on 
Dec. 7.” 
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A scene from the safe-distance Monson schools car parade. Late last week, 
Monson Schools Supt. Cheryl Clarke made the call to return to remote learn- 
ing after a sharp rise in COVID-19 cases in town and ahead of the expected 


next wave of COVID-19 infections. 


Lord said he realizes school 
officials might have to withstand 
the wrath of parents who demand 
in-school classes despite the pan- 
demic. But he remains resolute. 

“T understand people need to 
get back to work and high-need 
kids get a lot out of going to school 
[in-person], but no kid is expend- 
able to me,” he said. 

“And it’s not just our kids. We 
ned to keep our team safe, too. No 
one signed up to make life or death 
decisions, but that’s what we’re do- 
ing. We don’t take what the politi- 
cians tell us what to do at face val- 
ue. The commissioner of education 
told us that staying three feet apart 
is safe and we said we’re staying 
with 

S 1X 
feet. 
We’re 
£0 - 
ing to 
watch 


[the numbers] every week and do 
what’s in the best interests of our 
kids and staff. ’'m fearful of how 
longterm [in-school] delays will 
effect our kids, but let’s face it: I'd 
rather someone be a little behind 
scholastically then six feet under.” 

Clarke mentioned during the 
meeting that the CDC is concerned 
that while COVID-19 cases are ex- 
ploding nationally, remote learning 
could help blunt the spread. 

“They have kind of pulled 
back on their pushing for this 
in-person school and saying that 
it lists in-person learning as a high 
risk,’ Clarke said. “So I don’t know 
what’s going to happen. There’s 
politics involved, and so we’re just 
trying to keep everybody on track 
on this end and hope for the best. 
And we will be back. We will be 
back.” 

Both Clarke and Lord said 
Monson educators are better pre- 
pared than they were at the begin- 





ning of the pandemic when they 
had to go to remote learning on the 
fly back in March. That includes 
teachers finding new ways to keep 
students engaged and equipping 
staff with the technology they need 
to conduct classes from home, if 
need be. 

Students who don’t have mo- 
bile devices at home have been 
supplied with iPads, Clarke said at 
the meeting. The district’s business 
staff will also be working remote- 
ly and were able to take their of- 
fice phones home, connect them to 
their personal routers and receive 
all calls made to the office. 

“In March, we didn’t have a 
lot of time to prepare for it,’ Lord 
said on Friday. “Our teachers have 
been coming up with plans to keep 
kids engaged and are a heck of a 
lot better at it now than back then. 
Compared to other school districts, 
Monson is leagues ahead of anyone 
else.” 

During the public comment 
portion of the meeting, the lone per- 
son who asked to speak expressed 
gratitude to the school committee. 

“T just wanted to thank every- 
one on the school committee for 
taking action and keeping our kids 
safe,’ resident Scott Harris said. 

Before the end of the meeting, 
Lord made a plea to residents. 

“T urge the community to 
please, please stick together here. 
Listen to Dr. Clarke’s advice. Re- 
frain from family gatherings,’ he 
said. 

“I mean, the scientific experts 
are saying this week, this coming 
holiday, is going to make this virus 
just mushroom. I know Thanksgiv- 
ing 1s important. It’s not as import- 
ant as being here for this Thanks- 
giving as it is being there for next 
Thanksgiving. So please, everyone, 
stay safe. And again, Dr. Clark and 
the whole administrative leader- 
ship team, kudos for you.” 
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Jake Beaupre tries to slip a pass. 


Brandyn Costa tries to overcome the pressure from Monson. 


Panthers take final game against rivals 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER— Joe Chartier and 
Brandyn Costa are two of the five se- 
niors for Palmer boys soccer. 

The duo led the Panthers to a 3-1 
victory over archrival Monson on a 





Evan Hershowitz 
possesses the” 
ball for Palmer... 


gloomy afternoon at Duke Field on 
Nov. 12. 

“Joey and Brandyn have been 
our leaders all season long. They were 
definitely the difference makers for us 
in today’s game,” said Panthers head 
coach Troy Remillard. “Monson has 
been our biggest rival in boys’ soccer 


for as long as I can remember. Every 
game that we play against them is 
normally close. They do have some 
talented players and good coaches 
over there.” 

During the past three seasons, 
Palmer holds a 4-1-1 edge against 
Monson on the soccer pitch. 

In their final high school ap- 





Noah Martinson tries to get around 


an opponent. 


Indoor track could move to bubble season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Could indoor track 
become outdoor track this year? 

Indoor track coaches around 
the region are looking at the possi- 
bility of that if a different solution 
is not found to hold indoor track 
when the winter season starts in 
January. 

Indoor track facilities are few 
and far between in Western Massa- 
chusetts. 

The teams in the Pioneer Val- 
ley Interscholastic Athletic Con- 
ference have typically used Smith 
College over the past several years. 

Several teams would each 
participate in one of two meets on 
Friday evenings. There would be 
a meet at 3:45 p.m. and a second 
meet at 6:45 p.m. Schools would 
be counted with certain schools 
matching up their results individ- 
ually. 

Smith College, like many col- 
lege campuses, are not open for 
high schools to use for track meets. 
Springfield College, which has 





File photos 


Indoor track is usually held at Smith College in Northampton, but that 
facility is unavailable this winter due to the pandemic. 


indoor track facilities, is also not 
available due to the pandemic. 
With the Fall 2 or bubble 
season set to happen in February, 
coaches are discussing the idea of 
doing indoor track at the various 
artificial turf facilities available 


throughout the region. 

“Tf the weather cooperates, we 
would be able to hold meets out- 
side and would not have to rent a 
place like Smith College,’ said 
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pearance versus the Mustangs, Costa 
scored a pair of goals and added an 
assist, while Chartier scored Palmer’s 
other goal. 

The other three Panthers seniors, 
who were scheduled to wrap-up their 
high school careers with another 
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Ryan DeSantis tries to quickly head 
up the field. 
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Ethan Farrar gets a pass away before the pressure comes. 


Riley Sanderson starts to move up 


the field with the ball. 








Josh mae arene to 7 the jail 


PALMER — The Pathfind- 
er Regional High School boys 
soccer team was defeated 8-0 by 
rival Monson on Nov. 10, one of 


Kiernan Moe attempts to fake his 
opponent with some footwork. 





Nick Hein receives and tries to 
settle the ball. 


the final regular season games for 
the Pioneers. Goalies Austin Tocci 
and Rich Gula combined for nine 
saves in goal. 


Winter season postponed until January 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— In a bit of a switch 
from the normal decision-making 
processes filtering down, the Pio- 
neer Valley Interscholastic Athlet- 
ic Conference made a pre-emptive 
decision about the upcoming winter 
season. 

In Western Massachusetts, 
there will be no winter sports action 
before Jan. 14. Practices cannot be- 
gin before Jan. 4. 

Agawam High School Athletic 
Director David Stratton, a member 
of the PVIAC Board of Directors, 
said he believes a similar decision 
will be made by the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
in the coming weeks. 

“We looked at a number of 
things as it related to this decision,” 
said Stratton. 

The top factor was learning 
from what schools and communities 
went through in the fall season. 

“A number of towns and their 
schools had to go in front of their 


school committees and the respec- 
tive boards of health,” said Stratton. 
“And those boards only meet once 
or twice a month, so it took some 
times for towns to get the various 
approvals needed.’ 

Taking into account a full sea- 
son will not be played, Stratton said 
delaying the season to January was 
the easiest step to take. 

Just like the fall season, teams 
will play in geographic bubbles and 
will only be able to get about 10 to 
12 games at the most played. 

Taking into account the holiday 
breaks as well as the winter weath- 
er, the winter season is usually the 
longest, starting in early December 
and ending in mid-March. 

Stratton said other factors 
played into making the decision 
even easier to make. He said the 
current spike in COVID-19 cases 
made it easier for the PVIAC to 
take a break. The break will keep 
more students at home and reduce 
exposure to the virus as the country 
prepares for possible distribution of 
a vaccine. 


Stratton said the PVIAC ex- 
pects the winter season to go from 
Jan. 14 to Feb. 21. He said one other 
proposal had the season going from 
Dec. 14 to Feb. 12, but said the 
point about towns needing time to 
get approvals prevailed. 

Sports specific guidelines are 
scheduled to be made public soon, 
and local town boards and school 
committee members would have to 
review them and see if they want 
their schools to participate. 

As of now, basketball and 
hockey are supposed to be played 
while wrestling will not be allowed 
to have any school-to-school com- 
petition. 

Stratton said while news of a 
vaccine continues to circulate, the 
PVIAC and MIAA are continuing 
to prepare for seasons as if the pan- 
demic is still in effect. 

“We are preparing for the con- 
ditions that currently exist until we 
have information that would cause 
us to do otherwise,’ said Stratton. 
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Full “Bubbleville’ schedule released 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame and Ga- 
zelle Group today announced the complete 
schedule of matchups for the season-opening 
event known as “Bubbleville”’ Games will 
be played Nov. 25 to Dec. 5 at Mohegan Sun 
Arena in Uncasville, Conn. 

Bubbleville will house several events 
relocated and reimagined due to COVID-19 
and provides a controlled environment with 
teams and event staff adhering to tribal, gov- 
ernment, and NCAA health and safety proto- 
cols and testing requirements. At this time, 
all games are expected to be played without 
fans in attendance. 

The event will feature 45 games in 11 
days, showcasing 40 NCAA Division I 
men’s and women’s teams. The schedule will 


be headlined by several preseason ranked 
squads including #2 Baylor, #3 Villanova, #4 
Virginia, #18 Arizona State and #20 Oregon 
for the men and #3 UConn, #5 Louisville and 
#6 Mississippi State for the women. Select 
games will be available on ESPN networks. 
All games airing on ESPN networks will 
also be available on the ESPN App, accessi- 
ble on computers, smartphones, tablets and 
connected devices to fans who receive their 
video subscription from an affiliated pro- 
vider. All other games will be streamed via 
FloHoops. The schedule to date is available 
in the attached PDF, along with broadcast in- 
formation. 

In the coming days, additional games 
featuring Oregon and Missouri will be added 
to the schedule on December 2 and 3. Each 


school will play two games, including one 
game against each other. 

Events taking place in Bubbleville in- 
clude the Roman Legends Classic presented 
by Old Trapper, the 2K Empire Classic bene- 
fiting Wounded Warrior Project presented by 
Continental Tire, the HomeLight Classic, the 
Air Force Reserve Basketball Hall of Fame 
Tip-Off Tournament, the Air Force Reserve 
Basketball Hall of Fame Women’s Chal- 
lenge, the Jimmy V Women’s Classic and 
several pods and single game contests devel- 
oped specifically for Bubbleville. 

To learn more, visit https://www. 
hoophall.com/events/bubbleville or follow 
@hoophall #Bubbleville on Twitter and In- 
Stagram. 
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Joe Chartier 
Palmer High School 


Chartier had one of Palmer’s goals in their 
3-1 win over rival Monson on Nov. 12. 

To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor Gregory 








David Pagan watches his dribble. 
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home match against Amherst on 
Tuesday afternoon, are Kristian 
Kotowski, Trent Thiphavong, and 
Ryan DeSantis. 

“We’re definitely going to 
miss our five seniors,’ Remillard 
said. “All of them are starters and 
they’re very good soccer players. 
I wish we could’ve played a few 
more games, but we were fortu- 
nate to even be playing soccer 
this year with everything that’s 
going on.” 

The home victory over the 
Mustangs improved the Panthers 
overall season record to 4-2-1. 

It was the final game of 
the season for Monson (4-3-2), 
which lost to Lenox in the West- 
ern Mass. Division 4 finals last 
November. 

The Mustangs also have five 
seniors on their roster. They are 
Scottie Watson, Connor Santos, 
Gabe Zippin, Cole Johnson, and 
Luke Hedspeth. 

“T’m glad that we were able 
to complete our season, espe- 
cially for our senior class. All of 
them are great kids, who have 
been playing for our soccer pro- 
gram for a while now,’ said Mon- 
son head coach Peter Beaupre. “It 
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Gabe Messier attempts a dive for the ball. 


was definitely a different type of 
a season, but we got it done. ’m 
hoping that the basketball teams 
and the spring sports teams are 
able to have a season just like we 
did.” 

Santos and Zippin, who 
missed the final few games of the 
season with an ACL injury, will 
be playing a sport other than soc- 
cer at the collegiate level. 

Zippin will be staying fair- 
ly close to his hometown. He’ll 
be a member of the AIC men’s 
lacrosse team in the spring of 
2022. His older sister, Tamra, 1s 
currently a goalkeeper for the 
AIC women’s soccer team. San- 
tos will be making the longer trip 
to Southern Worcester Country 
where he’ll be playing baseball at 
Nichols College, which 1s located 
in Dudley. 

The first meeting of the sea- 
son between Monson and Palm- 
er, which was held at Moriarty 
Field on October 9, ended in a 
1-1 draw. 

Both teams scored a goal 
during the first ten minutes of last 
Thursday’s match. 


The Mustangs went ahead 
1-0 during the seventh minute 
following an indirect kick from 
the top of the box. Freshman Col- 
in Beaupre tapped the ball to ju- 
nior Noah Martinson, who lined 
a shot into the right corner of 
the net past Palmer junior goalie 
Gabe Messier (8 saves). 

The home team scored the 
equalizer about two minutes lat- 
er following a breakaway goal by 
Costa, which was assisted by ju- 
nior Byron Peabody. 

Neither team had many other 
scoring chances during the final 
ten minutes of the first quarter. 

It began raining during the 
second quarter. 

The Mustangs did put some 
pressure on the Panthers defense. 
Sophomore David Pagan and 
Beaupre 

had a couple of shots on 
goal, but the score remained tied. 

“The defense was solid back 


there,’ Remillard said. “They 
locked it down after allowing an 
early goal. 


The members of the Panthers 
defensive unit are sophomore 
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Evan Hershowitz, sophomore 
Nathan Bigda, Kotowski, and 
DeSantis. 

It stopped raining with less 
than two minutes remaining in 
the first half and that’s when the 
Panthers took the lead for the first 
time. 

The go-ahead goal was 
scored on a low shot by Chartier 
which skipped on the wet grass 
past junior goalie Colby Duggan. 
Costa was credited with the as- 
sist. 

Duggan was replaced in goal 
by sophomore Brayden Pratt at 
the start of the fourth quarter. The 
two Monson keepers combined 
to make ten saves in the game. 

Following a scoreless third 
quarter, Costa scored his second 
goal of the contest in the middle 
of the fourth quarter. 

“T think Brandyn has scored 
ten goals in only seven games this 
season,’ Remillard said. “He uses 
his speed to get behind the back 
line.” 

The Panthers insurance goal 
was assisted by sophomore Aus- 
tin Degnan. 
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Were so grateful to be a part of this wonderful community, and we 
thank you for your valued business. Happy Thanksgiving! 





24 Water Street | Palmer, Massachusetts Turle ve" 


800-824-6548 | www.turley.com Khe INC. \, 
4 





- ba mi a 


J =, 
eI pal) 


As we gather around with family and friends this holiday, we offer up thanks for 
the many blessings that make life meaningful. Gifts like friendship, love, health 
and prosperity make us especially grateful, and we hope you enjoy these same 
blessings in abundance at this special time of year and always. 


A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or send an 
e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com. 
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Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by searching 
“turleysports.’ We will regularly fea- 
ture samples of photos that you will 
see in our publications on a weekly ba- 
sis. Please follow and share with your 


friends and loved ones. We will be fea- 
turing photos from all 11 of our sports 
sections in the coming weeks, but as 
always, you can see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing to your local pa- 
per or picking up a copy in your com- 
munity. 





GARDEN | from page 4 


The Office of Energy and Envi- 
ronmental Affairs issues the guidance 
high schools are using to play sports 
currently. The EEA was scheduled to 
release guidance for winter sports to 
be considered by the various subcom- 
mittees of the MIAA Board of Direc- 
tors. Stratton, who is on the Sports 
Medicine Committee, said votes on the 
guidelines are ongoing. 


TRACK 


Stratton said the PVIAC will 
re-evaluate the bubble leagues schools 
will play in. They were geographical- 
ly-based, but the number of schools 
participating in the winter season 
could change. He also said with a lim- 
ited number of ice hockey teams, those 
bubble leagues will look much differ- 
ent. 
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Agawam High School track coach Dan Pryce. “We 














would have to modify a few of the events, but it would 
work really well.” 

During indoor track, the running events including 
the 55 meter, 300 meter, 600 meter, and 1000 meter 
runs. The one mile and two miles are events done in 
both the indoor and outdoor seasons, as well as the long 
jump, high jump, and shot put. The outdoor season has 
100, 200, 400, and 800 meter races in comparison. 

Pryce said while there is nothing official, there is 
a lot of good feedback among the indoor track coaches 
in the region to move indoor track to the bubble season 
sO competitors can take part in the sports. 

There is potential competition in the sport if 
it moves to the bubble season. Football is current- 
ly scheduled to be the main sport during the bubble 
season, set to go from Feb. 22 to mid-April. Because 
football is normally a fall sport and indoor track a win- 
ter sport, some students may have to choose one sport 
over the other if they are normally involved in both. 
Cheerleading is also currently supposed to be part of 
the Fall 2 season. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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DEATH NOTICES 


Audrey Clark, 89 

service: 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
28, in Four Corners Cemetery, 
Palmer. 


Toxey A. McClain, 74 
Died: Nov. 16, 2020 


Michael David Paugh, 61 
Died: Nov. 12, 2020 
services were private 





PALMER — Audrey Clark, 
devoted wife, loving mother, 
grandmother and aunt, has passed 
at the fantastic age of 89 at Bay- 
state Medical Center, just a week 
shy of her 90th birthday. 

Audrey was born to Ellsworth 
M. Royce and Ethel (Godfrey) 
Royce on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 
27, 1930 in Ware. Her mother 
didn’t even get to eat! Audrey was 
their first born and later would be 
joined by a sister, Eleanor June 
(Royce) Dooley having since pre- 
deceased Audrey. 

Audrey was married at 19 to 
Sidney W. Clark on Jan. 13, 1950. 
They celebrated their 70th anni- 
versary earlier this year before 
Sidney’s passing. They made their 
home in Palmer in the house that 
they built along with his brothers 
and the home they resided in until 
their deaths. Here they raised their 
two children, Beth and Maureen. 

Audrey was mostly a stay-at- 
home mom, for which her daugh- 
ters greatly benefited, making 
wonderful memories by doing 
so much for and with them. She 
was a devoted grandmother to 
Clark and Caryn, often appearing 
at their sporting events, enjoy- 
ing the competition and support- 
ing them. She spoiled them and 
step-granddaughter, Corinne, by 
making them their own special 
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OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 

One 1s a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 


families to publish extended death notice information of their 
own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 


obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Audrey Clark, &9 


treats or meals “only the | 
way Grammy can.” Au- 
drey also took the time 
for herself. Early on, she 
worked for Jarvis and 
Jarvis for many years in 
the office, and at times, at 
McKee’s Fish Market. 

Additionally, Au- 
drey was very active in 
her church as treasurer, 
secretary, and helping her aunt 
produce the weekly Sunday bul- 
letin, and participated in organiz- 
ing the often held church dinners. 
When needed, she also sang in the 
church choir. She was involved for 
over 30 years with the Wednesday 
Night Women’s Bowling League 
in Palmer, as well as years with 
the Wing Memorial Hospital Aux- 
iliary in the gift shop, chairing the 
Tree of Love Campaign, organiz- 
ing annual aux dinners and coordi- 
nate the Madame Alexander Doll 
raffle fundraiser. 

Those whose paths crossed 
with Audrey’s were blessed with 
her smile, her laughter, her sin- 
cerity, her kindness, her warmth, 
and her genuine liking of them. 
She enjoyed a good joke and card 
game, too, especially pitch and 
cribbage with family and friends 
at the Warren Senior Center. Later 
on, she became a fan of baseball, 
especially the Red Sox, watching 








with Sidney with arm- 
chair commenting. 

Audrey leaves _be- 
hind her daughters, Beth 
Ann (Clark) Zelazo and 
her husband Thomas of 
Palmer, their children 
Clark Zelazo and_ his 
wife Stephanie (Smith) 
of Springfield, and Caryn 
Zelazo of Monson: Mau- 
reen Clark and her life compan- 
ion, David Gilman of Adams, and 
his daughter, Corinne. She leaves 
her niece, Susan (Dooley) La- 
Fromboise and her husband, Da- 
vid, of Monson; and many, many 
great great nieces and nephews 
of the Clark and Royce families. 
She also leaves many cousins in 
the area, Connecticut and Canada; 
and her lifelong friend, Margaret 
Backus. 

In addition to her parents, she 
is predeceased by her husband, 
Sidney W. Clark in January. 

A graveside service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 28, 
in Four Corners Cemetery, Palm- 
er. In lieu of flowers, memorial do- 
nations may be made to Baystate 
Wing Auxiliary or the Warren Se- 
nior Center. 

For more information or to 
leave a memory, please visit beer- 
sandstory.com. 





Toxey McClain, 74 


WALES — Toxey A. Mc- 
Clain, 74, passed away peaceful- 
ly at home on Monday, Nov. 16, 
2020. 

Toxey was born Jan. 23, 
1946, in Hartford, Conn., to the 
late Jack Creighton and Alice 
(Johnson) Champ Furlong. For 
many years Toxey lived in El- 
lington, Conn., where she raised 
her family and worked in the 
Ellington School District as a 
cook. Upon retirement she en- 
joyed traveling the country with 
her husband Ron in their RV. Of- 
ten she and Ron could be found 
listening to classic rock. Toxey 
had a green thumb and enjoyed 
cooking and sharing her harvest 
bounty. 


Toxey leaves he 
beloved husband of 54 
years, Ronald C. Mc- 
Clain and their chil- 
dren, Ronald C. Mc- 
Clain II and his wife 
Elaine Sullo of Sil- 
ver Spring, Md., and 
Taunya Foley and her 
husband Jeff of East 
Hartford; two grand- 
daughters Ashley Foley and her 
partner Rolando Vazquez of 
Manchester and Kelsie Gonza- 
lez and her husband Michael of 
Meriden, Conn.; great grand- 
daughter Sofia; her home health 
aid and caregiver, Tara, and her 
beloved cat Vegas and their ex- 
tended family from the Handi- 





capped Travel Club. 
She was predeceased 
by her mother Alice 
Furlong, — stepfather 
Raymond Champ and 
a daughter, Jessica 
McClain. 

Arrangements 
have been entrusted 
to Lombard Funeral 
Home of Monson. A 
gathering of family and friends 
will be held at a later time. 

In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to 
the American Stroke Associa- 
tion/ Division of the American 
Heart Association. For on-line 
condolences please visit lom- 
bardfuneralhome.com. 


Michael David Paugh, Oct. 8, 1959 - Nov. 12, 2020 


Michael David Paugh, age 
61, of Richmond, Va., died on 
Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020. 

He was born in Phillipsburg, 
N.J. on Oct. 8, 1959, and lived 
in Easton, Pa., West Brookfield, 
Mass., Palmer, Mass., and for 
the last 40 years in Richmond. 

He leaves two daughters, 
Lauren Paugh and her fiance 
Ryan Burgess of Glen Allen, 
Va., and Amanda and her hus- 
band, Lt. Eric Daly of Freder- 
icksburg, Va., and is survived 
by his former wife, Deborah 
Sheehan-Paugh of Richmond. 
In addition, he leaves a brother, 
James II and his wife Patricia 
of Worcester, a sister, Kathleen 
Scarglia of Wilbraham, and sis- 
ter, Jennifer and her husband, 
Steven Browne of Glenwood, 
Md. He also leaves nephews 
and nieces James IV and wife 
Nicola, Todd, and Matthew and 
wife Amy, Stacy Ashford and 
Gabrielle and Olivia Browne as 
well as grand nephews and niec- 
es. His father, James Jr., mother, 
L. Patricia, and brother Thomas 
predeceased him. 

He was President of Paugh 
Surgical, Inc. of Richmond for 
23 years building it to an $18.5 
million company, earning Dis- 
tributor of Year Honors from 


numerous companies 
and on multiple occa- 
sions. He represented 
well over 30 manu- 
facturers in the high- 
ly complex field of 
neuro/spinal surgery 
markets with seats on 
the advisory boards of 
Zeiss and Mizuho Dis- 
tributors. 

Prior to founding his own 
business, he worked for Connell 
Neurosurgical and Leica Micro 
Systems. 

He graduated from Palmer 
High School in 1977 and Col- 
lege of the Holy Cross in 1981 
before earning an MPH in Ep- 
idemiology and _ Biostatistics 
from UMASS-Amherst in 1984. 

Boston and Holy Cross 
sports were always a favorite for 
him and he attended Super Bowl 
XXXIX. 

The love he had for his 
daughters and family was un- 
matched. Always outgoing, he 
was generous and friendly with 
nearly everyone and leaves sev- 
eral professional friends around 
the country. 

His daughters remember 
their father with the song “But- 
terfly Kisses” by Bob Carlisle: 

“There’s two things I know 





for sure: She was sent 
here from heaven and 
she’s daddy’s _ little 
girl. As I drop to my 
knees by her bed at 
night She talks to Je- 
sus and I close my 
eyes and I thank God 
for all of the joy in my 
life 

Oh, but most of 
all For butterfly kisses after 
bedtime prayer; sticking little 
white flowers all up in her hair; 
“Walk beside the pony, Daddy, 
it’s my first ride.” “I know the 
cake looks funny, Daddy, but I 
sure tried.’ Oh, with all that ve 
done wrong, I must have done 
something right To deserve a 
hug every morning and butterfly 
kisses at night.” 

Due to Covid 19, the funer- 
al services were private and un- 
der the direction of Beers & Sto- 
ry of Palmer. Interment was in 
St. Thomas Cemetery in Palmer. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made in memory of his 
mother to the Pancreatic Cancer 
Action Network at www.pan- 
can.org. For more information 
or to leave a memory, please 
visit beersandstory.com. 
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PALMER 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to four arrests or arrests 
for summons from Nov. 17 to Nov. 
20. Those arrested will appear at 
the Palmer District Court and are 
innocent until proven guilty. 


Tuesday, Nov. 17 


Damien Michael Gouvin, 26, 
of 1476 N. Main St., Palmer, was 
arrested at 8:20 p.m., on North 
Main Street in Palmer, for an arrest 
watrant. 


Zack T. Mazzocca, 30, of 4114 
High St., Thorndike, was arrested at 
9:28 p.m., on High Street in Thorn- 


dike, for three arrest warrants. 


James Edward West, 22, of 
370 Springfield St., Three Rivers, 
was arrested at 10:47 p.m., on Main 
Street in Thorndike, for an arrest 
watrant. 


MONSON 


The Monson Police Depart- 
ment responded to five arrests or 
arrests for summons from Nov. & to 
Nov. 14. Those arrested will appear 
at the Palmer District Court and are 
innocent until proven guilty. 


Tuesday, Nov. 10 


Trayne R. Egerton, 35, of 223 


Lamont St., Springfield, was arrest- 
ed at 6:51 p.m., on charges of oper- 
ating under the influence of liquor; 
negligent operation of a motor ve- 
hicle; possession of an open con- 
tainer of alcohol in a motor vehicle; 
speeding; attaching plates to a mo- 
tor vehicle; operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle; operating an unreg- 
istered motor vehicle and operating 
a motor vehicle with a suspended 
license. 


Saturday, Nov. 14 


Joseph Andrew Wilson, 38, of 
21 High St., Monson, was arrested 
at 1:21 a.m., for a fugitive from jus- 
tice on court warrant. 





PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to seven calls from Nov. 
18 to Nov. 22. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 18, at 
8:27 a.m., the department provid- 
ed medical assistance on Shearer 
Street. The department returned to 
service 8:47 a.m. 


On Thursday, Nov. 19, 3:32 
a.m., the department provided sta- 
tion coverage on Wales Road in 
Brimfield. The department returned 
to service at 6:39 a.m. 


On Friday, Nov. 20, at 9:11 
a.m., the department provided med- 
ical assistance on Shearer Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 9:28 .m. 


On Saturday, Nov. 21, at 3:37 
p.m., the department provided med- 
ical assistance on Beacon Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 4:06 p.m. 


On Saturday, Nov. 21, 4:37 
p.m., the department provided sta- 
tion coverage on Boston Road in 
Wilbraham. The department re- 
turned to service at 5:29 p.m. 


On Saturday, Nov. 21, at 5:52 
p.m., the department conducted a 
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“The only ones I can really 
list is through Facebook. Some of 
the others want to kind of do the 
outreach to the family themselves 
because of HIPAA, (Health Insur- 
ance and Probability Act of 1996) 
and then have the family reach out 
to us.” 

When Demore’s assisted fam- 
ilies in need for Easter, it became 
apparent to them how many local 
residents needed assistance. JoAnn 
said families in small towns do not 


carbon monoxide investigation on 
Allen Street. The department re- 
tuned to service at 6:25 p.m. 


On Sunday, Nov. 22, at 10:03 
a.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on Wal- 
ters Way. The department returned 
to service at 10:38 a.m. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to four calls from 
Nov. 17 to Nov. 21. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 18, at 
6:37 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to a carbon monoxide detector 
activation on Sasur Street. The de- 
partment returned to service at 6:55 
a.m. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 18, at 
8:45 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to a carbon monoxide detector 
activation on Meadow Lane. The 
department returned to service at 
8:59 a.m. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 18, at 
10:29 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to an EMS incident on Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 10:35 a.m. 


On Saturday, Nov. 21, at 7:39 
p.m., the department responded to 
an odor of gas on Oak Street. The 


get as much attention as those in 
larger cities because some services 
“are not as available in rural areas.” 

The feedback from the com- 
munity helps drive these outreach 
efforts. 

“We didn’t realize when we 
first started how much need there 
was,’ JoAnn said. 

“We did not realize the scope 
of it in this area. Sometimes you’re 
insulated from it but when you start 
seeing the people you’re helping, it 


department returned to service 8:20 


p.m. 
BONDSVILLE 
The Bondsville Fire Depart- 


ment responded to zero calls from 
Nov. 17 to Nov. 22. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to 17 EMS calls and four 
fire calls from Nov. 16 to Nov. 22. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 18, at 
6:13 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to a fire alarm activation on Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 6:22 p.m. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 18, at 7:49 
p.m., the department responded to 
a fire alarm activation on Bridge 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 8:04 p.m. 


On Thursday, Nov. 19, at 2:14 
a.m., the department provided mu- 
tual aid for a structure fire in the 
town of Wales. The department re- 
turned to service at 5:14 a.m. 


On Saturday, Nov. 21, at 5:00 
p.m., the department responded to a 
report of smoke in the area of Peck 
Brothers Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 5:15 p.m. 


almost becomes addictive.” 


How to help/sign up for assis- 
tance 


Demore’s is now getting ready 
to help residents in need enjoy a 
brighter Christmas. Anyone inter- 
ested in receiving meals or support- 
ing the outreach with a donation can 
message Demore’s on their Face- 
book page or call 413-283-5238. 
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“Being away from home, espe- 
cially this year, with all of the stuff 
going on with COVID, makes it a 
lot harder,’ said Craven. “Having 
that little bit of home come to you 
is definitely nice.” 

Parents of these recipients, 
such as Dawn Crossman-Perez, 
shared similar sentiments. Her three 


Support 
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sons, Cody, Cameron, and Connor 
Crossman, are all serving in the 
United States Air Force and are all 
deployed. 

“Tt makes it tough,” said Cross- 
man-Perez. 

“I do worry that they’re alone 
and not have family around, but that 
my twins are stationed on the same 


(CC MEMORIALS |) 


base, that makes it a little bit easi- 
er. They love the care packages. It 
gives them a little piece of home.” 

To learn more about the 
committee, visit the Monson Mil- 
itary Care Package Drive’s Face- 
book Page. 


Cemetery Memorials + Markers 


Granite Benches 


Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display 


——— RAY HALUCH INC. 


1014 Center St 


Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends, volunteers and patrons. 


HOurRS: 


Tues. 10am - 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Minis, VOT Aan © ia, MOBI aretin 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 





Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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Food Bank of Western Mass anticipates winter rush Public notices 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HATFIELD — At all times of the 
year, the Food Bank of Western Mas- 
sachusetts serves as an invaluable com- 
munity resource. With temperatures 
plummeting and COVID-19 case counts 
rising on a regional scale, the Hatfield fa- 
cility enters the winter prepared to play a 
more crucial role than it ever has before. 

“Tt is a challenge, but we do have 
a warehouse full of food,’ said Lillian 
Baulding, the Food Bank’s communica- 
tions and engagement officer. ““We have 
done a lot of pivoting since COVID start- 
ed and are meeting the needs. The entire 
team has pitched in. A lot of people are 
doing work that they weren’t doing be- 
fore. They’re taking on extra assign- 
ments, and it’s just getting done.” 

The Food Bank distributes much 
needed food to member agencies spread 
throughout Berkshire, Franklin, Hamp- 
den and Hampshire counties. 

Established in 1982, the Food Bank 
serves dozens of independent pantries, 
meal sites, shelters and food assistance 
programs in western Massachusetts. The 
operation is a member of Feeding Amer- 
ica, a national network of more than 200 
food banks. 

During the pandemic, the Food 
Bank’s demand has increased dramat- 
ically. Baulding detailed the added re- 
sponsibility that the facility has assumed 
over the past eight months. 

“We have seen an increase in the 
amount of people who have needed 
our services because of COVID,” said 
Baulding. “Many people have come in 
for the first time. They may have never 
thought that they’d ever need assistance 
from the Food Bank or a food pantry but 
they do because of job losses.” 

Baulding credited the communi- 
ty’s support for keeping the Food Bank 
alive and thriving during a challenging 
year. The massive 35,000 square-foot 
warehouse that employs 45 serves as the 
headquarters for the entire operation and 
is currently abuzz with energy and pro- 
ductivity. 

“People are working double-time, 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Cold War player 
9. Flat-bottomed sailboat 
10. Jamaican tangelo 
14, Debauched man 
15, Less covered 
16, Require to live Moe __ 
17, Patrick and Aykroyd are = 46. Not or 

{wo 47, Corpuscle count (abbr.) 
18. Mixes 48, Comedienne Gasteyer 
19. Insurance claim expenses 49. Fonts 
20, Tries to persuade 92. Female cattle mammary 
22, Equal (prefix) gland 
23. Czech name for Prague 59. Down time 
24, London soccer team 56. Spiritual leader 
27, Greek letter 60. Small brown and gray 
30. Small Eurasian deer American rail 
31. Swiss river 61. Trimmed by cutting 
32. Miller beer 63. NY Giants owner 
30, Less appealing 64. A long narrative poem 
37, 8th month (abbr.) 65. Old World lizard 
38. Alto, California city 66. Product for sale 
39, Grandmothers 67. Shut Your Pie Hole (abbr.) 
40, American time 68. Pacific Island country 


41, NW Chinese people 

4). “Westworld” actress 
Rachel Wood 

43, Northeastern US university 

44 Poplar trees (Spanish) 

45, Hip hop legend Kool 
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37 
40 


69, Whale ship captain 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Language 

2. Fly high in the air 

3, Made musical sounds 
4. Organized again 

5. TV channel 

6. Unable to fly 

7. Get up 

8. Air traveler 

9. Married woman 

10. Take weapons from 
11. Sicilian city 

12. Actress Remini 

13, Thought 

21. Infections 

23. Golf score 

20. Hill or rocky peak 
26. Witch 

27. Adjusted 

28, Succulent plant 

29. Forearm bones 

32. Hot fluid in the earth’s crust 





Turley Publications staff photos by Dalton Zbierski 
Brian Longto operates a piece of ma- 
chinery inside the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts in Hatfield during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


from the pickers who pick the food and 
put it together for our member agencies 
to the volunteers who are in our sorting 
room who are actually putting boxes of 
food together. It’s really incredible,” said 
Baulding. 

One of the greatest obstacles that 
the pandemic has placed before the Food 
Bank is a dwindling amount of food do- 
nations. COVID-19 protocols prohibit 
the facility from accepting most food do- 
nations from the public. 

For residents looking to contribute, 
monetary donations are highly signifi- 
cant and much needed. Baulding noted 
that monetary donations have allowed 
the Food Bank to make up for absence of 
food donations that it had been previous- 
ly accustomed to receiving. 

“Tt’s critical because for every dollar 
donated, we can provide four full, healthy 
meals,” said Baulding. ““That means one 
individual could get four meals, and it’s 
not just one part of the meal; it’s the en- 
tire meal, or a family of four could have 
a dinner. It’s critical, particularly at this 
time where so many of our neighbors are 
out of work or maybe their hours have 
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33, Subatomic particle 

34, Part of an organism 

36. 007's creator 

37. Burned material residue 

38. Brain layer: __ mater 

40. Unable to partake 

41. Lesion 

43. Historic railroad company 
(abbr.) 

44. Basics 

46. Scottish port 

47. Flower cluster 

49. Instruct 

90. Untamed 

91. Moth genus 

52. Utilizes 

93. FOOLISH 

54. Fall in small drops 

9/7.A place to get clean 

98. La__ Tar Pits 

99. Metrical foot 

61. Semiliquid food 

62. Small crow 


been cut dramatically.” 

As temperatures continue to de- 
crease, nutritious meals become more 
essential. On a regular basis, the Food 
Bank’s Mobile Food Bank visits 27 loca- 
tions in western Massachusetts, distrib- 
uting healthy food items. 

‘“‘We want to help people stay healthy 
and strong as they are going through this 
difficult time,” said Baulding. 

On Nov. 23 and 24, the Food Bank 
will participate in Monte’s March, a 43- 
mile masked march that will begin in 
Springfield and finish in Greenfield, cov- 
ering three counties. Monte Belmonte, a 
radio personality for 93.9 WRSI, leads 
the annual initiative. 

Those who participate in the march 


will push empty shopping carts along the 
entirety of the route to raise awareness 
about hunger in the region and funds to 
stop it in its tracks. This year, the fund- 
raiser aims to raise $365,000, which is 
the equivalent of 4,000 meals per day for 
an entire calendar year. 

“We pivoted this year, and it’s go- 
ing to work. It’s going to be on a smaller 
scale, and we’re asking people to donate 
what they can,” said Baulding. “If they 
can’t come out and march with us, per- 
haps they can virtually march online, or 
they can donate on those two days or on- 
line as well.” 

To register for Monte’s March or do- 
nate to the Food Bank, visit foodbankw- 
ma.org/events/montes-march 11. 





Gobi advocates for “Healthy Incentives 
Program during budget debate 


BOSTON — Senator Anne Gobi 
(D-Spencer) rose during budget debate 
on Nov. 17 to deliver an impassioned 
speech on the success of the Healthy 
Incentives Program and the need for ex- 
panded services to combat food insecuri- 
ty in the Commonwealth. 

“HIP has proven to be one of the 
Commonwealth’s most successful and 
welcome programs. The pandemic has 
shown gaps in our food supply chain and 
this program has helped to fill that gap 
by helping families and farmers, said 
Gobi, the co-chair of the Massachusetts 
Food Systems Caucus and the senate 
chair of the Joint Committee on Envi- 
ronment, Natural Resources, and Agri- 
culture. 

Launched in 2017, HIP provides 
a 100% incentive — a dollar-for-dollar 
match — for each SNAP dollar spent on 
targeted fruits and vegetables purchased 
at farmers markets, farm stands, mobile 
markets, and Community Supported 
Agriculture programs statewide. By in- 


creasing access to locally grown fruits 
and vegetables for SNAP clients, the 
program benefits family and community 
health, and support farms and the local 
economy, Gobi said. 

According to gobi’s office, since its 
inception 85,000 families have earned 
HIP incentives, purchasing $19.5 mil- 
lion in local foods that directly benefited 
more than 200 farms in the state. SNAP 
sales have increased by 1250% from 
2016-2019 thanks to HIP, which has 
generated 40-60 new jobs in the farming 
sector. Estimates show that each dol- 
lar spent results in an additional $1.12 
in local economic impact as farmers 
contribute back to the local economy. 
Funding for this program has increased 
consistently over the last three years as 
it remains one of the most popular DTA 
programs. 

Funding for the program this year is 
$13 million, doubling FY20 appropria- 
tions. 





Veterans history project requested 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts 
State Senate deliberated and passed the 
fiscal year 2021 budget Nov. 18, in- 
cluding in the final version of the bill 
an amendment submitted by Sen. Anne 
Gobi (D-Spencer) to allocate funds es- 
tablishing a Massachusetts Veterans Oral 
History Project for the programming, 
collection, preservation and maintenance 
of the histories of Massachusetts Veter- 
ans and Gold Star Families. 

“As the daughter of a World War 
II veteran, there are so many questions 
I should have asked my dad about his ex- 
periences and never did,’ Gobi, a mem- 
ber of the Senate Committee on Ways & 
Means and former Vice Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Veterans Affairs, said. 

“T am so glad to support and partner 
with veterans groups who will record the 


stories that are such an important part of 
our American story.” 

The MVOHP is a unique statewide 
project that will capture, document, pre- 
serve, and protect the individual oral 
histories of those men and women from 
the Commonwealth who served honor- 
ably and well in the armed forces of their 
country. Gobi’s office said the project 
will compile the oral histories of Gold 
Star families, and will create important 
historical resources for research, teach- 
ing, and public programs while at the 
same time providing veterans and their 
families with permanent recordings of 
veterans and their experiences all in con- 
junction with the Massachusetts Nation- 
al Guard Museum and Archives. 

The amendment submitted appro- 
priates $50,000 towards the project. 
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ic, impacting children, adults and seniors 
alike, and the prioritizes access to food 
resources across the Commonwealth, 
gobi’s office said. 


Food insecurity investments include: 


¢ $30 million for the Massachusetts 
Emergency Food Assistance Program 

¢ $13 million in Healthy Incentives 
Programs to ensure vulnerable house- 
holds have continued access to food op- 
tions during the pandemic 

¢ $1.2 million for Project Bread to 
support the Child Nutrition Outreach 
Program (CNOP) and the FoodSource 
Hotline 


Regional aid includes increased 
funding for Regional Transit Authori- 
ties (RTAs) to $94 million to ensure that 
commuters, students, seniors and people 
with disabilities have access to reliable 
public transportation during this time of 
critical need. Along with traditional lo- 
cal aid, the Senate’s budget level funds 
payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) for 
state-owned land to $30 million. PILOT 
funding has been a beneficial source of 


local aid that provides cities and towns 
with additional resources to support core 
public services. 


Local investments include: 


e $1.129 billion for unrestricted 
general government aid to support com- 
munity investments in education, health 
care, public safety and roads and bridges 

¢ $32.6 million for the Board of Li- 
brary Commissioners, $11.5 million for 
regional library local aid, $12 million for 
municipal libraries and $4.4 million for 
technology and automated resources 

¢ $18.2 million for the Massachu- 
setts Cultural Council to support local 
arts, culture and creative economy ini- 
tiatives 

¢ $17 million for local Councils on 
Aging to strengthen programs and ser- 
vices in senior centers in communities 
across the state. 


A Conference Committee will now 
convene to reconcile the differences be- 
tween the Senate budget and the version 
passed by the House of Representatives 
last week. 
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Wales 
Conservation Commission 

In accordance with the 
Wetland Protection Act, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, a 
Public Hearing will be held 
by the Wales Conservation 
Commission for (RDA) filed 
by Lori M Whitman for the 
replacement of a damaged 
culvert at 216 Union Rd 
Wales, MA 01081. 

This will be a VIRTUAL 
hearing on Thursday, 
December 17, 2020 6:00 
P.M. Email or call Wales 
ConCom for access location. 
11/26/2020 


MORTGAGEE’S 

NOTICE OF SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue and execu- 
tion of the power of sale 
contained in a Mortgage 
given by Judson Garrett 
and Rebecca Garrett to 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank dated September 25, 
2003 and recorded with the 
Hampden Registry of Deeds 
in Book 13618 Page 143, of 
which mortgage the under- 
signed is the present hold- 
er, for breach of the condi- 
tions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos- 
ing the same will be sold a 
public auction on the premise 
known as 56 Kimball Hill 
Road, Holland, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts on 
Wednesday, January 13, 
2021 at 11:00 am in the 
forenoon, all and singular 
the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit; 

The Land in Holland, 
Hampden County, 
Massachusetts bounded and 
described as follows: 

The land in Holland, 
Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, at the south- 
westerly junction of Kimball 
Hill Road and Joanie Drive 
being Lots 35, 36 & 37 ona 
plan of Lake View Estates by 

Igor VeschesloffLand 
Surveyor dated 3-2-67 
revised 11-20-73 and filed 
with the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book of 
Plans, 157, Pages 90 and 91, 
together bounded as follows: 

Easterly by Kimball Hill 
Road in two courses 64.26 
feet and 91.76 feet; 

Southeasterly by Lot 47 
on said plan, 134.01 feet; 

Southwesterly by Lot 48 
and 49 on said plan, 118.48 
feet; 

Westerly by Lot 34 on 
said plan 208.22 feet; 

Northerly by Joanie Drive 
117.91 feet; and 

Northeasterly by a curve 
at the junction of Joanie 
Drive and Kimball Hill Road 
31.845 feet. 

Subject to easement 
rights of New England 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Company et al under instru- 
ment dated July 24, 1959 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 2698, Page 332. 

Subject to easement 
rights of New England 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
and Mass Electric Company 
under instrument dated 
January 14, 1975, record- 
ed in the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
4099, Page 176. 

Subject to building and 
use restrictions of record. 

Being the same premises 
conveyed to Judson Garrett 
and Rebecca Garrett by deed 
of Dale A. Berthiaume and 
Amber R. Berthiaume dated 
September 24, 2003 and 
recorded herewith in Book 
13618, Page 141. 

The above premises will 
be sold subject to and with 
the benefit of all restrictions, 
easements, improvements, 
outstanding tax titles, mort- 
gages, liens, rights of tenants 
and parties in possession, 
unpaid taxes, municipal 
liens and other public taxes, 
assessments or liens, having 
priority over the mortgage 
described herein, if any. 

In the event that the suc- 
cessful bidder at the fore- 
closure sale shall default 
in purchasing the within 
described property according 
to the terms of this Notice 
of Sale and/or other terms 
of the Memorandum of Sale 
executed at the time of the 
foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell the 
property by Foreclosure 
Deed to the second high- 
est bidder provided that 
the second highest bid- 
der shall deposit with the 
Mortgagee’s attorney, Blaise 
P. Berthiaume, the amount 
of the required deposit as 
set forth herein within three 
(3) business days after writ- 
ten notice of default of the 
previous highest bidder and 
title shall be conveyed to said 


second highest bidder within 
twenty (20) days of said writ- 
ten notice. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
Three Thousand Five 
Hundred ($3,500.00) 
Dollars, cash or certified 
check will be required as a 
down deposit at the time and 
place of said foreclosure sale, 
and the balance of the pur- 
chase price is to be paid by 
cash or certified check with- 
in twenty (20) days thereaf- 
ter at the office of Blaise P. 
Berthiaume, Esquire, 4 Elm 
Street, North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
SAVINGS BANK 
Present Holder of said 
Mortgage 

By: 

Blaise P. Berthiaume, 
its Attorney 

Berthiaume & Berthiaume 

4 Elm Street 
North Brookfield, MA 01535 
11/26, 12/03, 12/10/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
TOWN OF MONSON 
Vertex Tower Assets, 

LLC (the “Applicant’) has 
applied for a Special Permit 
from the Town of Monson 
Planning Board to construct 
a Wireless Communications 
Facility including a 100’ 
tall monopole style tower 
at Lakeside Drive, Tax 
Assessors Parcel 52-24, 
on land owned by Peter D. 
Martins and Lori S. Martins. 
The Applicant will conduct 
a Visual Demonstration 
to illustrate the location 
and height of the proposed 
Facility by raising a bal- 
loon at and to the height 
of the proposed Facility. 
Said Visual Demonstration 
will be held SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 5, 2020 from 
12:00 noon to 3:00 pm, 
weather and wind condi- 
tions permitting. In the 
event of inclement weather 
on December 5, 2020, the 
Visual Demonstration will 
be rescheduled until Sunday 
December 6, 2020, wind and 
weather conditions permit- 
ting. In the event of inclem- 
ent weather on December 5, 
2020 and December 6, 2020, 
the Visual Demonstration 
will be rescheduled until 
Saturday, December 12, 
2020 or Sunday December 
13, 2020, wind and weath- 
er conditions permitting. 
If you have any questions 
concerning said Visual 
Demonstration, please con- 
tact the Town of Monson 
Planning Board, kbaker@ 
monson-ma.gov OR Francis 
D. Parisi, Esq., Parisi Law 
Associates, P.C., PHONE: 
(401) 447-8500, EMAIL: 
fparisi@plapc.com. Please 
check the Parisi Law 
Associates, P.C. website 
www.plapc.com after noon 
on the day before the sched- 
uled date(s) to determine if 
the balloon will be up the 
following day. 

11/19, 11/26/2020 


Town of Monson 
Planning Board 
LEGAL NOTICE 

In accordance with 
Chapter 40A, M.G.L. s11, 
the Monson Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing 
Tuesday, December 15, 
2020 at 7:05 P.M. remote- 
ly, on the application of 
Vertex Tower Assets, LLC 
for Site Plan Approval and 
a Special Permit as pro- 
vided by Section 6.14, 
Wireless Communications 
Facilities Regulations of the 
Monson Zoning Bylaws. 
The applicant proposes to 
install a 100’ tall mono- 
pole style wireless commu- 
nications tower at a parcel 
on Lakeside Dr, Monson, 
MA, Map 052, Parcel 024, 
owned by Peter D Martins 
& Lori S Martins, in the 
Rural Residential district. 
The parcel is approx. 52 
acres in size. A copy of the 
application is on file with 
the Planning Board and 
available for viewing during 
regular office hours or at: 
https://www.monson-ma. 
gov/planning-board 

Participation info: 

Login: https://zoom.us/ 
j/94432329836?pwd=V 1I- 
LYkpUS1ZhYmNxTy9Taz- 
N3NOY3UTO9 

Dial: 1.646.558.8656 

Meeting ID: 944 3232 
9836 

Password: 551038 

Craig Sweitzer, Chairman 
11/26, 12/03/2020 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HOT TUB 5 YEARS OLD. Works 
Fine. We're too old now. $100.00 Must 
bring flat bed truck and two strong 
loaders. Call (978)355-6280 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. 
Tree Removal Services. Call for 
Pricing 978-423-2889 www.Central- 
Mass Tree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN - ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 


$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 










SERVICES 


WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 





MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


_1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


LI VISA 


_J Discover 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 


Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ 
Junk Removal/ Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing 
in shrub trimming, pruning, de- 
sign, deliveries, loader, backhoe, 
insured. Professional. Please call 
Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538- 
7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 


All brick, block, stone, concrete. 
Hatchway doors, basement win- 
dows, chimneys rebuilt & repaired, 
foundations repaired, basement wa- 
terproofing systems, sump pumps. 
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic 
#14790. Call (413)569-1611, 
(413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior 
Discounts. Call anytime (413)267- 
1996, (413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 





Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 









Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, 
WORMED, SHOTS, 
HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HELP WANTED 


PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL HOME CARE, LLC 
& PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL SERVICES, INC. 





Homemakers, PCAS, CNAs, Home 
Health Aids. Starting rates $14-$15. 
We have offices in Palmer, West 
Springfield & Sturbridge. Please call 
(413)289-9018. Denise Galar- 
neau EOE 


Quabbin ————_ 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





WILLIAMSBURG 


S 








— —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
"$3550 "s3300| or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone: First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
State: Zip: Add a third ZONE 
X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Cash = Check x Number of Weeks 
Exp. Date CW TOTAL Enclosed 
Date: 







HUBBARDSTON 
BARRE S 
BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
ie BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 
‘ WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


THE QUABBIN REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT seeks a highly 
qualified and skilled Plant & Facilities 
Assistant Manager to help oversee 
and manage the day-to-day operations 
of the Quabbin Regional School Dis- 
trict buildings & grounds. Interested 
candidates can apply online at www. 
qrsd.org or by contacting QRSD Hu- 
man Resources, 872 South Street, 
Barre, MA 01005 Tel No. 978-355-4668 
ext 8505. 


TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER The 
Town of Ware Department of Public 
Works is seeking a Truck Driver/La- 
borer. The successful applicant will 
be required to perform a variety of 
semi-skilled and skilled manual tasks; 
operate a variety of heavy and light 
motor equipment; drive various types 
of motor vehicles including light and 
heavy trucks and perform related work 
as required in the construction, opera- 
tion, repair. Class B CDL license re- 
quired, hoisting license preferred. Job 
descriptions may be obtained online at 
www.townofware.com. Review of ap- 
plications will begin December 3, 2020 
and continue until the position is filled. 
The Town of Ware is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
AA/EEO. 


REAL ESTATE 














FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


tO] 1-1) Be 


=) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








NEW BRAINTREE 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 








Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


a 







Includes 


additional words 
$10.00 
— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 
$5.00 


a 


Suburban 


Ly 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 






BO BS ee ee ee ee 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 


APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 


APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 

eCats Welcome 

*Extra Storage 


e24 Hou 


r Maintenance 


For Information call 


(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 





Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 
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STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 





wy 








Rayah Marie Bassett 


October 21, 2020 
Parents: Sarah Benoit and Zachary Bassett, South Hadley 
Grandparents: Sharleen and Michael Roman, South Hadley 
Gail and David Bassett, Ware 


Turley Publications 
would like to help you 
show off the newest member 
of your family this Christmas, 
for FREE! 


Mail to: Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069, 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/stamped envelope 
if you would like the picture returned or email 
photo to: jamie@turley.com with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. This offer is available to 

all babies born in 2020. Pictures will be 
published the week of December 21-25, 2020. 





Parents’ Town of Residence: 


| Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence: 


U 





DOU 





Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only) 


Please check the newspaper 


Agawam Advertiser 
News 

Barre Gazzette 
Chicopee Register 
Country Journal 
The Holyoke Sun 
Journal Register 


you would like your announcement to appear. 


Quaboag Current 
The Register 
Sentinel 

Town Reminder 
Ware River News 
The Wilbraham- 
Hampden Times 





DUOUUeo 


Deadline for photos and forms is 


Friday, December 4, 2020 


Turley®, 





Publications, Inc 


www.turley.com 
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SHOP SMALL SHOP LOCAL 


SHOP WARE 


Drawings saturday, Nov. 28th 
Give-A-Ways Gc Sunday, Nov. 29th 


Treats 
SALES! 
SALES! - rAtiAny — ne | 
SALES! stad oid ad dh OUR OAD) 


‘al 
z 
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Cluet 


Wilton’s Children Store Art Works Otto Florist & Gifts 






saturday, December 5th - Downtown Ware 


-_ 















